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#HE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION EXPLAINED, PROVED, AND [AMIPROVED. 


ALL denominations of pro- 
fessine Christians, at the present 
day, profess to believe, that this 
doctrine is contained in the holy 
écriptures. ‘This they are led to 
do by the frequent occurrence of 
the words elect, elected, election, 
Yet their manner of stating the 
doctrine is various. Itis necessa- 
ry, therefore, im pursuing the 
plan mentioned in the title of this 
essay, to make the uNnERRING 
worp our guide, and show first, 
what is not, and then show what 
is implied in this doctrine. 

_ That, ifa person is elected, he 
wili be saved, do what he wili, is 
not the doctrine of election. 
What? Will a person obtain eter- 
nal life if he remain in impeni- 
tence and unbelief? He that be- 
lieveth—shall be saved ; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned. None 
will be saved but through faith. 
There is no election, which will 
dispense with the conditions of life, 
and save men in their sins. 

Nor does the doctrine of elec- 
tion imply, that God is partial in 
selecting persons to be his eternal 
guests,  Partiality consists, not 
merely, in treating one person 
differently from another, but in 
doing it without a just reason. 
a 


But God has a just ‘¥eason for 
whatever he does. He always 
acts in view of the best of ends, 
even his own glory. The Lord hath 
mace all things for himself. Speak- 
ing of the conversion of sinners, 
He says; Not for your sakes do I 
this, be it known unto you; but for 
my name’s sake. Besides, if God 
treat the wicked according to 
their just deserts, they can have 
no reason to charge him with par- 
tiality towards them. Nor can 
they charge him with partiality 
towards the elect; for He cer- 
tainly does no one any injury by 
treating others better than they 
deserve, not on ther account, but 
for hisown glory. Sheil the in- 
finite God be charged with the 
odium of partiality? Nay dut, O 
man, who art thou that replicst a- 
gainst God ? Shall the thing formed 
say unto bine that formed it, Why 
hast thou made me thus ? Hath not 
the potter power over the clay, of the 
same lump to make one vessel, unio 
honor, and another unto dishonor ? 

Nor does Gad elect persons on 
account of foreseen good works. 
The scripture says; they are elect- 
ed unio, not on account of, obedi- 
ence. 1] Pet. 1. 2. 

Nor do sinners first believe, and 
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then are elected on account of 
their faith. Faith isanact of the 
mind; and, of course, is the work 
of the creature, in which he is de- 
pendent on God. © Belteve on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Fatih is ihe 

gift of God. ‘Vherefore, if they 
i it elected Sn account of their 
faith, election is of works. But 
what saith the scriptures? Even 
so then, ai this present time also, there 
is a renmant according to the election 
And if by grace, then it is 
no more of works ; siharediie 5 ie 
is na more gra ce. But if it beo 
qworks, eo it is nO more grace, iis. 
erwise work is no more work. That 
the pucsens dof. God accord ing ¢ to elec- 
tion might siand, not of wor ks, but o 
him that caileth. Indeed, if elec- 
tion be of works, God has :nore 
respect to the works of man, who 
is less than nothing and vanity, in 
choosing some to eternal life, than 
to hisowa glory, which is of in. 
finite value. We, therefore, see, 
that election cannot be of works. 

The doctrine of election, as con- 
tained in the h oF scriptures, may 
be defined thus: Ew ery par ticular 
pers Oily Wii hom God cue WF jl ally Ses 
fe eterna 
dion, thi Cu? h SANCi ifcati on of the 
Spirit and bel bie ip A the truth. 

The truth of 3 doctrine wi!] 
appear from eat considera- 
tions. 


“a 
, «wseesre 
0; ot Gace. 


a/2 
Ly elected, or choteio salva 


i. From the perfections of 


God. If he isa perfect being, 
he must have forekgown all 
things; and also must have pre- 
determined ail events; certainly 
all his own acts; and, of course, 
he must have determined, whom 
he will save. 

2. It is the work of God to 
convert sinners. No mancan come 
to me, except the Father, who hath 
sent me, draw him. But God, un- 
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Jess he acts by mere accident, 
without choosing to act, will not 
convert sinners without a previous 
design to do it. But God — 
nothing accidentally ; ; and has no 
new designs, unless heisa Mane. 
able being. He is of one mind. 


fe is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
forever. 


Cherefore he must have 
had an eternal design to convert 
all, whom he ever will convert. 

3. itis the act of God to save 
and will he save by mere acci- 
dent? Surely not. He never 
will save gnilty sinners accident- 
ally, as a man dashes his foot a- 
gaimst a stone. Therefore, fe 
must have eternally chosen to save 
all whom he finally does save. 

4. ‘The scriptures are abundan‘ 
in proof of this doctrine. A few 
passages only out of many shall 
be mentioned. Eph. 164. 4:- 
cording as he hath chosen us in him 
b efe re the foundation of the world, 
that we should b 2 holy, and without 
blame before himinilove. Acts xii, 
48. ds many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed. Mat. X} xii, ] i. 
Samy 3 re called, but few are cl 


" a 7) 
en. Thess. u. 13. But we are 
: : c 
- b es 4 7 
bound to Live ” than: ksS aiwayia G 


7 ? 7 4 F y 
por You, brethren, beloved of tive Lord, 


God b. hy | from ibe besinnin iy 


. ’ ? 
- ¢ . - . r ¥f sor f “ie 
chose i? q O22 i 7 w ait 4 ELEC i LiITOUS I FAIL 


tifica: inn of the Spirit, and b: li ef of 
the truih. See also Rom. vii 23 


—3(0); 93, andix. ll. and xi. 5, 7, 
28. ph. 1. 4, 5, 11, Mat. xx. 
23, and xxiv. 23, 24, 51, and xxv. 
34. Mark. x. 40. and xi. 20, 
23, 27. Luke xvi. 7. Col. iti. 
12. 1 Thess. i. 4 2 Tim.i. 9. 
THe. 1. BP 2" BP. 1. 


10. Rev. xt. 8. John vi. $7. 


The reader is requested to look 


out these passages, and peruse 
them with attention. 
It now remainsto improve this 











subject by a number of reflections 
and inferences. 

1. We have abundant reason 
to be thankful to God for his e- 
lecting love. On this doctrine 
depends the eternal blessedness of 


all, who are ransomed from ever- ° 


lasting wo. Noman can pave his 
own.way to mansions of endless 
bliss. Godalonecan save. And, 
as has been shown, what he per. 
forms depends ypon his choice cr 
determination ; so that, there 
could be no gleam of hope for a 
single individual of our fallen 
race, were it not for this glorious, 
this heaven-born doctrine of his 
eternal, electing love. - In this 
must centre all the hopes of guil- 
ty men. Surely, with gratefu 
hearts, we have reason to exclaim 
in the rapturous language of our 
blessed God am Savior in view 
of this doctrine ; J thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of hineins and earth, 
because thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast re- 
wealed them unto babes : even $0, 
Father 3 for so it seemed good tn thy 
2. We infer the perseverence 
of the saints. Surely, if they are 
chosen to salvation ihrough sanctif:. 
cation of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth, we may certainly know, that 
all, who have these fruits of the 
Holy Spirit, will finally be saved ; 
and if God hath chosen or deter- 
mined to save them: by these 


_ means, then there can be nothing 


more certain, than that these 
means will be used. 

3. We infer the doctrine of 
reprobation.. In determining to 
save some, God must have deter- 
mined not to save the rest, but to 


punish them according to their 


deserts. 
It is not true, that any will 
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be damned do what they can. 
Obedience is the condition of life. 
Obey, I beseech you, the wsice of the 
Lord—and thy soul shail live. PAL 
con be obedient. For it is written, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, Sc. No mere 
than aflis required. In view of 
this command, our Savior said, 
This vo and thou shalt live. 

5. Election is not inconsistent 
with free agency. ‘Lhere is agen- 
cy where there is obedicnee; and 
election is unio obedience. 1 Pet. i. 2. 

6. This doctrine sheuld be 
preached; else why has God 
one it in his word ? 

. People should nat find fault 
wilh their Minister for preaching 
the doctrine. of eleciio . Chey 
may, with more propriety, iind 
fault with God for revealing 
it; for Ministers are bound to 
preach what God has revealed. 
loe unto me, if I preach not the gos- 


pel. 


8. 'Phose, who oppose this doc- 
trine, oppose the salvation of 
souls. None can be saved but by 
this doctrine. For God willsave 
no one, whom he did not eternal- 
ly determine to save, unless he is 
a changeable being like sinful 
man. 

Those, who oppose this doe-. 
trine, oppose the government of 
God. He has determined so to 
govern the world as to save whom 
he will. Therefore hath he merey 
on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom ne will he bardeneth, 

10. All who oppose this doc- 
trine have reason to fear, that 
they are not chfistians, The re 
ally pious and devout delight in 
placing God upon the throne of 
the universe, and in taking theu 
own proper place in the dust. 
But these cannot bear the thought, 





























































































292 Dialogue. betibcen 
that God should do what he will 
with his own, Can they be chris- 
tians, who are in direct opposition 
to the government of God, and 
to the only way of the salvation 
of precious, and immortal souls? 
Those, who deny this doc- 
trine, to be consistent with them- 
selves, should hold to universal 
damnation. ‘They suppose, God 
has not from eternity determined 
to save any particular person. 
Now, as God is unchangeably 
the same 1 AM from eternity to e- 
ternity, it is evident that he has no 
new designs. Of course, as he 
does nothing by mere accident, 
he willnever save one of our guil- 
ty fallen race; but all mankind 
must a$ certainly perish, as if they 
were already the pitiable com- 
panions of devils and damned 
ghosts in unquenchable burnings. 
Finally, Do we. love the doc- 
trine of election? In answering 
illis question, we may determine, 
with some degree of accuracy, 
whether we are saints or sinners, 
whether we are the friends or en- 
emies of God, whether we are his 
submissive subjects or rebels a- 
gainst his government; and, 
should we leave the world in our 
resent state, whether heaven or 
hell would be our portion. There- 
fore let the question be repeated ; 
and let no one evade an’answer ; 
Do I love the doctrine of election,? 
EpwarbDs. 


A Dialozrue between two clergy- 
men, Calsinus and Arminius, 
on the best method of preac h 
ing the gospel. 

Calvinus. Good morning, my 
friend, I meet you with pleasure 
this morning, hoping I find you 





tno Clergymen. (Oct, 
well and dispoted to spend a few 
moments in conversation. Ever 
since I awoke in the morning, I 
have been thinking upon the great 
subject of preaching the gospel.— 
When I read the scripture encour- 
agements to faithful preaching, 
and then consider the great igno- 
rance and geueral stupidity, 
which prevail in the land, I am 
ready to doubt the faithfulness of 
those, who ere set for the defence 
of the gospel. 

Arminius. Tam. satisfied with 
my own method of preaching.—-. 
I do not suppose I could alter it 
for the better. I, therefore, 
doubt the propriety ofa conver- 
sation upon as subject. I. can- 
not convince _you, and I know 
you cannot me. ‘To gratify you, 
however, I am willing to show 
mine epinion, at a proper time 
and place, or even now, if thought 

est. 

Cal. Let us use frankness, and 
let me hear your opinion. 

Arm. Why, sir, I have no par- 
ticular method; I aim to preach 
such things as make for peace.— 
You know, sir, 1 never deal : 
metaphysics. ‘There are certain 
doctrines preached in many pla- 
ces, Which drive people mad, dis- 
miss ministers, break up societies, 
and which tend to fix many in u- 
niversalism and infidelity. These 
doctrines, if true, surely are not 
profitable to preach. I confess 
myself an advocate for peace and 
harmony ; and surely | am coun- 
tenanced in it by the holy script- 
ures, 
preaching, which I think best.— 
f lash thieves, drunkards, debau- 
chees, profane swearers, ‘liars, 
Sabbath-breakers and all the vi- 
cious of every description. I 
teach obedience to parents and 


I have chosen that line of 











magistrates ; tell mento be up: 
sight in their walk, fair in their 
dealings, faithful to their premis- 
e5,and to live in peace. ‘These 
things, and others like them, are 
the sum ofmy preaching ; and I 
thank God, I have not one oppo- 
ser in -my parish ; not a sectarian, 
2 universalist or an infidel. . And 
Ido, from my heart, pity those 
ministers, who know sq@ little, 
what human nature can bear, as 
to be constantly preaching up to- 
tal depravity, decrees and elec- 
tion; which doctrines are turn- 
ing the world upside down ; dri- 
ving some to enthusiasm, some to 
daspair, and others to infidelity. 

Cal. Be not hasty, my friend, 
but cool and candid. Ido notso 
much blame vou for what you 
preach, as for what you omit.— 
Sach preaching is good in its 
place. But is this, **to declare 
the whole counsel of God ?”” 

firm. Yes, for ought I know, 
if it be necessary, that people 
sould be converted, as you sup- 
pose, it 1s God’s -work, and he 
vil do it, when it is his pleasure. 
(sood works are good, and these 
are ai] that men can do. 

Cal. Be patient, a few mo- 
ments, c<irminius, and let me ex- 
amine, a little further, what you 
before said. Tama plain heart. 
ed man,and you must not be cf- 
tended. © Metaphysics, properly 
so called, I never bring iato the 
pulpit. But I suspect, that what 
vou call metaphysics, is my gos- 
pel, and all my hope. It is easy 
to account for your having no op- 
posers, your living in peace and 
having no heresy, or infidelity in 
your parish. From what you say 
aid the manner of your preach- 
ing, I fear sir, that you are all 
‘leeping on, and going to destruc- 

































§11,} Dialogue between two Clergymen. 293" 


tion together ; ‘ like people, like. 
priest.”? 

Arm, What did you ever. hear, 
sir, againt my character, that. you 
should suppose me going to de- 
struction? Am I not kind to 
the poor, and do I not “ visit the. 
widow and the fatherless in their 
afflictions ?” 

Cal. I.never. heard any. thing 
against your moral’ character.— 
But I was told that you, was or- 
dained to preach, by men of 
loose sentiments; by men who 
did not think it necessary to ask, 
and-of course did not ask you a 
reason of your hope, nor question 
you concerning your motive, in 
going into the ministry. And I 
was told, from the best authority, 
that you. owned yourself totally 
unprepared to answer such ques- 


tions. And, indeed,. sir, what . 


you say of your mannerof preach- 
ing, tends to confirm what I have 
heard. Had you ever seen your 
own danger, the plague of your 
heart, and your lost.and _ helpless 
state by nature, together with the 
need of divine help in your own 
case, how could you have con- 
cealed these solema truths, from 
the dear people of your charge? 
T'o regulate morals, it seems, has 
been the sum total of your preaeh- 
ing.. The awful depravity of the 
heart, sinner’s dependence on 
God’s sovereign and ° electing 
grace, you have carefully kepr 
out of view. What inspired wri- 
ter did youimitate? Surely not 
one. At least, you have declar- 
ed but a small part of the counsel 
of God; and that too, of the 
least importance, because you 
have begun atthe wrong end.— 
Do you wish to purify a stream ? 
Go firstto the fountain, cleanse 
this, and the stream will be pure 
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of course. Doyou wish for good 
fruit? ‘ First make the tree 
good, and his fruit will also be 
good.” But this is not your 
method. The heart, that foun- 
tain of all iniquity, is entirely 
neglected by you. 

‘You seem to be afraid of offen. 
ding your people, but are you 
not afraid of offendixg God ?— 
You say that the doctrines. of 
grace drive people to madness 
and to infidelity; but if truth 
will drive them there, let them be 
driven. Who is accountable ?— 
Surely, not you. We know that 
the light of truth brings to view 
the drepravity and danger of sin- 
ners, and drives them to seeka 
thousand hiding places, to avoid 
its piercing rays. Butit is often 
the means of driving them to the 
ark of safety, the Lord Jesus.— 
Our depravity must be seen and 
realized, or we perish. ‘* They 
that are whole, need not a physi- 
cian, bat they that are sick.’?— 


Moreover, you said, admitting 


those doctrines to be true, they. 
are not profitable to be preached, 
‘This, sir, 1s saying much, in a few 
words ; it 18 saying, that truth is 
not profitable, which is a gross 
absurdity. Itis also saying, that 
our Savior and his apostles did 
not preach profitably ; for they 
preached them more fully and 
clearly, than has been done since ; 
and they were more cruelly per- 
secuted for it, than any of those 
ministers you so much pity, who 
follow their steps. 

Arm. 1 wish to know what prof- 
it it is, to preach depravity and 
election. Sinners will infer from 
such preaching, that they have 
nothing to do, and so. will res 
contented in their sins, 

Cal. I snall not deny that same 


‘+ 
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make a bad use ofthe doctrines 
of grace, as they also do of every 
other thing that. 1s good. And 
could we see no reason, why they y 
should be preached, yet seeins 
the example is set us, by our S av. 
ior and his apostles, we ought to 
have such confidence in “God's 
word, as to exclude the least pos. 
sible doubt of their importance, 
But we are not thus left in dark. 
ness. For admitting, that we 
must be slain by the law and made 
alive by Christ, we can.easily see 
reasons sufficient, why they should 
be preached. It is acknowledg- 
ed by all, who understandingly 
admit the doctrines of the refor- 
mation, that sinners must see, 
“each one the plague of his 
heart,” before God will show 
them mercy. This is perfectly 
agreeable to the experience of all 
God’s people. Sinners, under 
conviction, are brought to see, 
that they are miserable, lost and 
helpless, and do realize that ‘ the 
carnal mind is enmity against 
God,” and that they can do no- 
thing to recommend themselves 
to his favor. From this they <ee 

f course, that God is not, nor 
ever will be, under the least obli- 
gation to showthem mercy. In 
this case, nothing will save them 
a moment from despair, but this 
consoling thought, * he hath mer- 
cy on whom he will have mercy.” 
Now my friend, do you admit all 
this, and then we have only to 
enquire, what preaching is best 
way to bring the sinner 
this, for to this he must come. Is 
your preaching best adapted for 
this end? No sir, you cannot pre- 
tend it. Here then, we see the 
infinite importance of preaching 
total depravity and_ election. 
Preaching depravity discovers the 
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oor sinner to himself, cuts him 
off from his fatal self dependence, 
“ brings down his hanghty looks,” 
shows him his necessity of help 
from God and his need of a Sav- 
ior. Election keeps’ him from 
despair and casts a beam of hope 
upon his soul, that God may yet 
be gracious. And -itteaches him 
also, other truths, essential to be 
known, viz. that “ God has aright 
to do what he will with his own,” 
that he is under no obligation to 
redeem his soul; and that if he 
ever appears for him, it will be 
entirely of sovereign and unmer- 
ited grace. 

Now, let a sinner be renewed, 
feeling thus, and he will have no 
hesitation to unite his voice with 
that of St. Paul, and say, * by 
the grace of God I am what I 
am.”?> And how absurd would 
it be to suppose, that such an one 
would doubt the doctrine of to- 
tal depravity, or cavil with that 
of electing grace? 

Thus, sir, if you admit the ne- 
eessity of conviction and conver- 
sion, vou must see the wh saa' 
importance of preaching ft filly and 
clearly, both depravity and elec- 
tion. 

firm. You have taken your 

own premises and drawn your 
‘own conclusions; and though 
your conclusions follow, I deny 
your premises. I do not believe 
ia such a round-about way of go- 
ing to heaven. I am'told, * he 
that feareth God and worketh 
righteousness, 18 accepted with 
him.” These I do. 

Cal, L fear you are deceived. 
Much is implied in fearing God 
and working righteousness: yea 
the whole dat yofman. Doyqu 
fear God more than man? If you 
fear God, you will tremble at ‘his 
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word. But how does your preach. 
ing correspond, with your fear of 
God? These who fear him, in 
the scripture sense, will seek to 
please him. If preachers, they 
seek for the truth, fearless of man, 
and do not shun to deelare it, 
whether men will hear or forbear. 
But, if 1 understand you, it is not 
thus with you. The most im- 
portant branch of righteousness 
is, first, to be righteous towards 
God; to give him the heart; to 
repent of sin ; to hate it ; #0 em- 
brace the Savior and to yield 
hearty obedience to all his com- 
mands. Butthese’you disregard. 
Arm. Well friend, Lhave heard 
enough. Onething I know, if 
you are right, saiilions are wrone. 
Cal. Truth, sir ; hence we read 
of a * broad way,” and a ** nar- 
row way.” But though you say, 
you have. heard enough; yet 
hear one word of caution before 
we part, and let me see you ae 
gain soen, for I have yet more to 
say. * Benct deceived, ” « search 
the sc dais ps ead for yourself, 
repent and give God your heart. 


(To be continued. ) joy! 
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me pen ee 


Address of the Trustees of the 
Vt. Miss. Society. : 


In 1809, the General Convention, la- 
menting che scare.ty of Primers and 
the prevatent neglect of catechetical 
instruction, requested the ‘Trusiees of 
the Miss. Socicty, to procure an edi- 
tion of the Primer, and to address the 
public on the importance of catecheti- 
cal mstruction. By direction of the 
Trustees, one of their members. dra 
ed ihe following Address, to be insegtt- 
ed in the Adviser. 

Accompanying it, is an advertise- 

ment, whi ch may be Seen en the second 
page of the cover, announcing . the 
public, the agents of whom the Prin. 
er may be purchased, at cost. 


3s 22. 
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‘An address te Parents and Mirt:- 


ters on the imiportan: ce of ¢ atechelt- 

cal ‘instruction and the duty of 

teaching children ihe Assembly's s 

catechism. 

Tuat catechetical instruc- 
tion isa duty, and that the per- 
formance of it is of the highest 
importance, it 1s our design to 

ake evident to every candid 
mind. 

will be necessary to obterve, that 
the Assembly’s catechism is al- 
lowed by the best and most or- 
thodox divines to comprise all 
the principal doctrines and du- 
ties taught in the word of God. 
It contains a concise system of di- 
vinity. By teaching it two things 
are. intended. One is causing 
children to commit the answers 
to each question to memory. 
The other is teaching them the 
meaning of the answers. ‘This is 
the principal and most important 
branch of duty in teaching them 
the catechism. For committing 
it to memory is of little avail, un- 
less the truths contained in each 
answer, are explained and illus- 
trated, 

When children understand the 
doctrines and duties the catechism 
comprises they are then acquaint- 
ed with the leading truths taught 
inthe word of God. ‘This is the 
great object of enfagcing this du- 
ty upon parents and ministers, 
that children as they advance in 
life may understand the doctrines 
and duties revealed in the scrip- 
tures. If this be the object, some 
may ask, why they should teach 
the catechism ? I-answer. 

1. Because it contains a sum- 
mary of the leading sentiments of 
eur holy religion. 2. In the cat- 

echism they are systematically ar- 
ranged ard conmected. % Ic is 


Cuiect vie { 1 


Ty 2 Oe Pe ; : 
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But previous to this, it» 





a concise system,”of coure more 
easily remembered. Tt ts an 
excellent guide to instructor: 
Parents, when their duty of teach. 
ing children religion im all its 
branches is impressed, are apt to 
say, we know so little ourselves 
we are at a great loss what ideas ir 
will be best to instil into their 
minds first, or what next, or what 
arrangement to pursue. But in 
the catechism you have a good, 
if not the best, arrangement be. 
fore you. It is, therefote, the 
very help and guide you need in 
giving your children that reii- 
gious instruction you — 
These reasons are sufficient, wit 
out adding more, that it is os 
to take the catechism for you: 
system and guide. 

The way is now prepared tc 
exhibit arguments and motives to 
persuade parents, ministers, and 
all others, who ought to infuse re- 
ligiousknowledge intothe minds! 
children, the infinite importance 
of faithfully discharging this du 
ty. Prayer, example, and instru 
tion are the principal means, by 
which parents, or ministers c.: 
profit the souls of children. A 
imstruction is a very importan’ 
branch of duty to feel and real- 
ise it, reflect 

1. On the worth of the souv!. 
It is capable of increasing in 
knowledge through an endless 
duration. It is éxpable of pleas- 
ure and pain. Every object it 
beholds is a source ef more or less 
delight, or disgust. As objects 
will be eternally in its view it will 
be the subject of happiness or 
misery. Hence itis possessed o 
those faculties, which render A 
oe of an endless improve- 

ent in knowledge, and increa%e 
in in felicity or misery. In @ few 
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days the souls of children will 
launch into a boundless eternity. 
Let your thoughts follow them 
into that world, where you may 
see them ascending the endless 
scale of perfection, or “sinking 
deeper, and deeper into. everlast- 
ing shame, darkness,, and misery. 
Can you have children possessed 
of such immortal souls commit- 
ted to your trust, yet negiect to: 
give them that instruction, which 
is necessary to their future felici- 
ty ? Who can reflect on the worth 
of the soul and withhold from them 
that instruction, which is requi- 
site to eternal. life ? Not one, who 
has any benevolence. Not one, 
unless destitute of all feeling. 

2. The instruction of children 
isa commanded duty. Because 
the soul is of infinite worth God 
requires mankind to seek its high- 
est good ; to pursue every object 
with reference to the future feli- 


city of the immortal part. Hence 


the reason why all are command- 
ed to lay up a treasure in heaven, 
to labor for the meet that perish- 
eth not. Hence the reason why 
parents are commanded to teach 
their children the way of life.— 
This duty was enjoined repeated- 
edly and forcibly on Jewish par- 
ents. Deut. vi. 6,'7. And these 
words, which [ command thee 
this day shall be in thine heart ; 
and thou shalt teach them dili- 
geatly unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them, when thou sit- 
test inthy house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up, The same duty is en- 
joined in the new testament.— 
Parents are commanded to bring 
up their children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. It 
is a duty repeatedly enforced 
through the sacred pages. 
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Ministersare commanded to feed 
the flocks of God. Children are 
the lambs ofthe flock And what 
Christ said to Peter is a duty in- 
cumbent on every gospel minis- 
ter. Feed my lambs, Like a 
young nursery they ought to be 
pruned and watered, that when 
they arrive to mature age they 
may abound in the fruits of the 
gospel. If, themf you mean to 
regard the authority of God, and. 


‘Obey all hts commands, you 


must teach children the‘doctrines 
to be embraced, and the duties to 
be. performed, which are reveal- 
edin the word of God. If you 
are disobedient, how can. you ex- 
pect to save your own souls, and 
the souls. of the little ones com- 
mitted to your trust? Why will 
not disobédience to this command 
of God ruin the soul, as readily, 
and certainly, as the neglect of 
any other duty, or the commis- 
sion of any other sin. A:small 
leak, if neglected, will sink a ship. 
And any sin, of omission or com- 
mission, if persisted in knowing- 
ly, and allowedly, will ruin the 
soul. As this duty is so frequent- 
ly required of you in the word of 
God, a neglect of it must be 
known and allowed. ‘Thenif you 
have any sincere desire to secure 
your own salvation, and the sal- 
vation of your children, you: will 
not neglect to give them the best. 
religious instruction, as far as 
your ability will admit. - 
3. Life is uncertain. No age 
is exempt from death. Children, 
as well as the aged, are daily’ pas- 
sing into-eternity. You are not 
sure you shall have an: opportu- 
nity to teach them the way of 
life another day. Then improve 
the opportunity, while you enjoy 
it. Often reflect on the words of 
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the wisest of men, ‘* Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might ; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom in the grave whither thou 
goest,” and whither thy children 
are swiftly hastening. When chil- 
dren are on a dying bed parents 
frequently wish they had given 
them more and better instruction, 
and repent of their neglect. But 
their repentance -is too late to 
profit the precious souls of their 
children. When you consider 
how uncertain life is, you cannot 
with a clear conscience any long- 
er neglect this duty. 


4. It is of great importance to - 


give persons a good religious ed- 
ucation, when young, even in 
their childhood. Children have 

but few ideas, yet they are daily 
learning. And the impressions 
made on their minds, are seldom 
erased. Hence the aphorism, 
‘¢ Justas the twigis bent, the tree’s 
inclined ;” with which Solomon 
agrees—— « Train up a child in 
the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not de- 
part from it.” They are learn- 
ing something of every person 
with whom they are acquainted. 
When you reflect how corruption 
in principles and practice prevails, 
are they not in great danger 
when abroad, of embracing er- 
rors, and of being enticed into 
evil practices ? The best guard 
agajnst the influence of the evil 
example of otbers, and the errors, 
which prevail, is to fill their 
minds, as early as they are capa- 
ble of understanding the truth, 
with the knowledge of the doct- 
trines and duties contained in the 
sacred pages. ‘The instruction 
you give them will operaie as a 
Testraint upon them, and a light 





Instruction. (Oct. 
to guide themin this dark and 
evil world. 

5. Religious instruction is ne- 
cessary to render children useful, 
when they come upon the stage 
of action. To teach them all 
that is contained in the catechism, 
which you view to be truth, 1s 
giving them the best relizious 
instruction, This will furnish 
them with the knowledge requi- 
site to prepare them to be orna- 
ments to religion, blessings in so- 
ciety, and to qualify them to 
train up their families in the way 
they should go. Then if you 
have any wish to have the deport- 

ment of your children amiable, to 
have religion honored, the good 
of society promoted, teach your 
children the truth, teach them to 
love and fear God, teach them 
humility, teach them to walk in 
wisdom’s ways. 

6. How can you, in any other 
way, Maintain a good conscience, 
You cannot but know it is your 
duty to teach your children what 
they ought to believe, and how 
they ought to live. If you neg- 
lect to do it, conscience will daily 
accuse and condemn you. Ifyou 
wish to have peace of conscience, 
through life, and in that solemn 
hour, when you must bid your 
children farewell, do your duty 


to them, whilst an opportunity of 


doing it is enjoyed. 

7. Instructors, by neglecting 
the duty this address is designed 
to inculcate, are teaching their 
children to neglect divine things. 
Your example, by this neglect, 
teaches them, that the doctrines 
apd precepts of religion are of no 
importance, not worthy of their 
attention.. For this is the lan- 
guage. of your omission. Can 
children believe you view it to be 
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a matter of great importance, that 
they should be acquainted with 
religion, and give a serious atten- 
tion to it, so long as you neglect 
to teach them its nature, and to 
inculcate its importance ? Hence 
your omission, by influencing 
them to do as you do, or to be in- 
attentive to the things which res~ 
pect another world, tends direct- 
ly to their final ruin. ~Are you 
willing to be a means of their 
everlasting destruction ?. You 
cannot avoid it, unless you teach 
them the things necessary to 
the life and peace of their 
souls, 

8. Errors, at this day, prevail 
abunaantly. ‘There is no end to 
the errors, which are disseminated 
with the warmest zeal. If chil- 
dren are not well indoctrinated, 
they are liable to be carried about 
by every wind of doctrine. If 
you wish to prevent their imbib- 
ing those false sentiments, which 
are ruinous to the soul, early in 
life, impress on their minds, an 
understanding belief of the lead- 
ing, fundamental doctrines of 
the bible, which are selected and 
arranged inthe catechism. This 
is the best method to preserve 
children from drinking in the er- 
rors, which, at this day, are so 
prevalent. 

9. You are greatly engaged to 
have the body comfortably cloth- 
ed,and beautified with ornaments, 
to have it nourished with food, 
and to have its health preserved. 
It is a prominent object, to-have 
your children esteemed by the 
world, and to lay a foundation 
for. them to live, when -you. are 
dead and gone. Is the body of 
more worth than the soul, is the 
present life more important than 
the future, is this world prefera- 
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ble to another, that you give sé 
much attention to their bodies, 
and their prosperity here, and nege 
lect their souls, their future, eter 
nal life, and leave them to famish 
and perish ? Does not conscience 
tell you, you ought to be more en- 
gaged to have them adorned with 
religion, fed with truth, loved 
and esteemed by God, and rich in 
heavenly treasures? Very -soon 


they must leave the world as na- 


ked as they came into it: then 
what will all your labor for their 
bodies, and worldly grandeur and 
prosperity avail them? Butif you 
have been a means of their be- 
ing rich in grace, zich im heaven- 
ly treasures, then they will reap 
the fruits of your JaWor, through 
eternity. Then you can meet 
them with a good conscience at 
the bar of God, and, if your la- 
bors for their spiritual good have 
been blessed, you will rejoice, and 
sing redeeming love with them, 
around the throne of the Lamb. 

10. Consider how much mons 
ey is annually expended in teach- 
ing children to read, write, un- 
derstand arithmetic, and other 
branches necessary to a decent 
education. ‘To this end, books. 
are purchased, they are required 
to read and study them, and in- 
structors are hired to teach them. 
The attention given, the labor 
taken, the money expended. in 
this part of their education, is 
commendable, and is no more 
than what ought to be done. But 
are you. as much engaged to 
have them receive a good ‘eli. 
gious education? Are you as 
willing to purchase for them a 
primer,and as ready to learn them 
the catechism, or to enjoin it on a. 
preceptor or preceptress, to spend 
two. or three houts in a week, if 
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no more, in teaching it? If they 
are not required to study it, if they 
are not taught the meaning of it, 
is not their eternal interest neg- 
lected? Do you not manifest a 
stronger desire to give them an 
education, which can profit them 
only in this world, than one, which 
may profit their souls, and be 
lasting as eternity ? While sucha 
practice is pursued, do you not 
act inconsistently ? Do you not 
give a greater attention to things 
of less, than to things of greater 
importance ? -And how can you 
render a good account. for such 
conduct ? Let these things be se- 
riously considered. For if they 
should not become acquainted 
with religion, all the other branch- 
es of their education will in the 
end avail them nothing, and only 
serve to aggravate their condem- 
nation. Surely, if it bean object 
of infinitely greater importance 
to aim at the good of the soul, 
than the body, toseek the eternal, 
more than the temporal interest 
of children, then teaching them 
religion ought to claim your first, 
and principal attention. 

11. Consider, also, that their 
religious education ought to be- 
gin as early in life as they are ca- 
pable of understanding the truth. 
For then their minds are tender, 
and easily impressed. When they 
arrive to maturé ace, their hearts 
become so hardened in sin, so in 
Jove with the ‘vanities of child- 
hood and youth, and so_attached 
to worldly objects and pir nits, 
it becomes more difficult to gain 
- their attention to’ sertous things, 
or make any impressions on their 
minds. ‘The most probable sea- 
son, by far, to profit their souls; 
is‘when they are young. 

12. Often reflect- on the dey, 
When you must meet your chil- 
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dren at the solemn tribunal of 
Jehovah. Jf any of your chil- 
dren perish, how will you feel, to 
hear them accuse you before God. 
To hear them relate your inatten- 
tion to duty, and the influence of 
your example, in leading them in 
the broad road to destruction ?— 
How will you feel to hear them 
curse you for your neglect to 
their souls? When God enquires 
why you disobeyed .a plain com- 
manded duty, to brind up your 
children in the nurture and admo. 
nition of the Lord, what can you 
answer ? Children are your 
charge. Youare accountable for 
their education. lf you neglect 
the most important part of it, 
which is to give them religious 
instruction, how can you answer 
itto yourjudge? Can you go in 
peace to the bar of God, -with so 
much guilt as you are daily con- 
tracting, by neglecting their im- 
mortal souls ? Can you with all 
this guilt expect to be acquitted ? 
Will you, then, any longer, ven- 
ture toomit your duty ? 

But some parents may object, 
and say, they do not understand 
the whole of the catechism; and 
are unable to teach it... Answer. 
Teach the meaning of it, as far 
as you do understand it. But the 
more you teach it, the better you 
will understand it. Because 
it will lead you to study its mean- 
in with more care and attention. 
By this practice, you will not. on- 
ly proG? your ‘children, but your- 
selves. ) For yout own nuns will 
improve in knowledée¢, and divine 
truth will be impressed apon 
yourheart*. ‘Ubis wili be another 
motive to induce you to be faith. 
ful in giving your children a 
knowledge of divine things. 

Arguments and motives have 
been presented tu view, to per- 
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suade all, who have the care of 
children, to take pains to acquaint 
them with those revealed truths, 
which they ought to believe, and 
duties which they eught to pnr- 
form. Sufficient reasons ‘have 
been assigned, why it is best to 
take the Assembly’s catechism 
for a guide. 

The duty enforced, is encum- 
bent on masters and mistresses, 
employed in our district schools, 
as well a3 on parents and minis- 
ters. If they would teach chil- 
dren their catechism, it would 
render the labor of ministers far 
more-easy and beneficial. 

And now, with the reasons and 
motives presented to view, to en- 
force the duty, aimed at in this 
address, can parents, can gospel 
ministers, can churches, can any 
who-have the instruction of chil- 

ren committed to them, any lon- 
ger neglect it? You are entreat- 
ed to read the arguments adduc- 
ed again and again, and weigh 
them with seriousness and can- 
dor. If in your view, they have 
ijorce, how can you maintain a 
good conscience, if you. omit to 
train up your children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the 
Lord ? 

When you seriously reflect, 
that the goul is of more value 
than gold, than the richest dia- 
monds, than all the treasures of 
the earth, being immortal,. and 


“ing them all the religious instyge- 
u 
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life is uncertain, that religion is 
necessary to prevent their embra- 
cing dangerous errors, to render 
them more useful in life, and or- 
naments in the temple of God, 
that yeu must meet them at thie 
bar of omnicient Jehovah, to give 
an account of yorr trust, can you 
neglect exerting. yourselves to 
promote their salvation, by giv- 


tion in your power ? Can you be 
so destitute of feeling for their 
spiritual good, as to labor all 
your days for their bodies, and 
neglect their souls? Certainly, 
now your duty has been made ev- 
ident, and enforced, you can 
have no excuse, if you neglect it ; 
and conscience, unless seared, will 
daily condemn you. And oh, 
what aggravations will attend 
your condemnation, if, with the 
light you have, you disobey a 
plain, commanded duty. Webe- 
seech you to let the motives pre- 
sented to your view in this ad- 
dress, have their designed effect. 
And if you have any desire for 
your own Salvation, ifany desire 
for the salvation of your beloved 
offspring, attend to your duty, 
teach them those important 
truths contained in the catechism, 
printed to guide and assist you, 
that you may train them up. in 
the way they should go, ,and 


when they are old they will “Aot, 


depart from it. 





capable of endless felicity, that 





MISCELLANY. 


— S4+o— 


THE WANDERER. 


«LEAN not on earth, twill pierce thee to the heart. 
A broken reed at best, but oft a spear, ; 
On whose sharp point, peace bleeds and hope expires.”—vounc. 


‘©QH where is happiness 2” ex- 


claimed a disconsolate wanderer. 
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«‘] have sought it in the palaces 
of the worldly great: I have pur- 
sued it through the flowery paths 
of pleasure; butalas! I have pur- 
sued it in vain; in vain have I 
sought this inestimable blessing. 
Now friendless and alone, I trav- 
erse the thorny road of human 
life, destitute of every real enjoy- 
ment ; tell me, oh, tell me, where 
is: happiness to be found ?”” 

Whilst alleviating the keen sen- 

sations of remorse, by a solitary 
recital of his’ woes, his attention 
was suddenly attracted by the ap- 
pearance of a venerable old man, 
who with a deliberate step was aps 
proaching towards him; his snowy 
locks proclaimed an advanced 
age, whilst his countenance, (that 
index of the soul) bespoke the a- 
bode of wisdom and experience. 
Casting a look replete with the ut- 
most compassion on this child of 
affliction, he thus addressed him, 
‘* My son, from the borders of the 
adjacent wood, whither I had 
walked to survey the beauties of 
creation, I heard thy complaints ; 
they have inspired my mind with 
sensations of sympathy and love, 
and induced me to endeavour by 
a relation of past experience, to 
administer to thy comfort and in- 
struction. 

L once was young ; the blood 
of health flowed through my 
veins; my bones were full of 
Marrow: eager to find the path 
which leads to happiness, I rush- 
eg unthinking towards the desir- 
ed,mark;. but ah! hke thee, I 
oft mistook the road.’ Buoyed up 
by hope, and urged on by the 
impetuosity of youthful passions, 
I traversed with eagerness the 
fiowery paths of pleasure, and 
sucked in with avidity the momen- 
tary fragrance of sensual delights. 
Thad yecourse to the amusements 


The Wanderer. 
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of the ball-room ; I thought hap. 
piness was to be found in the gai. 
ety of the dance; I gazed~ with 
admiration on the splendour of 
the great, and thought the high. 
est zenith of all human felicity, 
was to be found within the walls 
of a palace, | 

But in. the midst of my revel. 
ling, my peace was interrupted, 
A secret monitor disturbed my 
gay career, and those false sensa. 
tions of delight, that attended in 
my hours of amusement, forsook 
me when I retired alone to my 
chamber, and left mea prey to 
its reproofs, Many were the 
schemes which J formed, to elude 
its vigilance’; but it followed me 
with inflexible constancy, and oft 
times obliged me tacitly to con- 
fess, Happiness is nothere. ’Tis 
thus I passed the early morning 


of life in the pursuit of fancied 


delights, that were decked in the 
gaudy attire of the rose; but 
when suddenly grasped, only left 
me to feel the painfal smart of 
its thorns. 

When the routine of pleasure 
was exhausted, when the scenes 
in which I had delighted, and in 
which I had drowned the reproofs 
of instruction, instead of yielding 
happiness, only produced disgust ; 
when the wanton extwavagance 
attendant on a life of dissipation, 
had nearly deprived me of a 
handsome patrimony, and threat- 
ened with impending want; ’tis 
then I felt myself wretched and 
undone, and with thee was led 
to exclaim, ** Tell me, oh tell me 
where is happiness to be found ?” 

In the first moments of alarm, 
when the creditor was demanding 
his due, which I was unable im- 
mediately to satisfy, I applied to 
my former associates for relief ; 
but they who had‘been my friends 
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in prosperity, forsook me when 
the frowns of adyersity approach- 
ed. +4 : 
Disgusted with the. world, and 
aburthen to myself, [ was on the 
point of retiring from its tumullts ; 
and within the walls of a monas- 
tery, dedicate myself to a Kfe of 
what is called devotion; but the 
heavenly Visitant, which disturb- 
ed my false repose, and faithfully 
reproved whilst I was violating 
its commands, still continued its 
beneficent aid, and after thorough- 
ly cleansing the recesses of the 
wound, applied healing balsams 
to effect its cure: it taught me 
to know, that negative virtue was 
not the path for a christian to 
tread, but that in fulfilling the 
great duties of religion, an active 
obedience to its mandates is re- 
quired. Its counsels were sweet 
to my taste, and divine consola- 
tion was the reward of fidelity. 

l applied myself to a life of 
industry ; 1 was favoured to ob- 
tain an amiable and virtuous part- 
ner, 2 bountiful Providence smul- 
ed on our exertions; we were 
blessed with enough, and a little 
to spare. Under our roof we 
have sheltered the fatherless, and 
from our threshold the discomso- 
lace widow hath not been sent 
empty and unpitied away. In 
visiting the sick; im feeding the 
hunery, and clothing the naked ; 
in endeavouring to possess 2 por- 
tionof that celestial charity, which 
aderns the -Jmmaculate Author of 
the christian faith, I have been 
favoured to find happiness, I 
have been blessed with peace: 
and that unerring director which 
chastised for my deviation from 
virtue’s path, is now the staff of 
my declining yexrs: It preserves 
me humble in prosperity, it sol- 


aces me in affliction, it sweetens 
the enjoyments of time, and ena- 
bles me to look forward with rev- 
erent confidence to the awful ap- 


proach of eternity. 


Take' comfort then my son; 
let gratitude to thy God, and love 
to thy fellow ereatures, prove the 
spring of thy actions. Carefully 
guard against retaining for the 
altar of self-applause, any part of 
that oblation, which should We 
unreservedly prostrated at the 
shrine of humility.”*, | 

Thus spoke the reverend Saye ; 
and as the dew-drops of the night 
revive the drooping plant, by im- 
parting nourishment and moisture 
to its root, so were his words to 
the Wanderer ; he listened with 
attention, he heard them with de- 
light, and convinced that happi- 
ness was not to be found in the 
gratification of ideal pleasures, 
but thatit consisted in more dig- 
nifted pursuits, he returned to his 
habitation. He 
piety, and found the pearl of 
peace. 


SEEMING CONTRADICTIONS RE- 
CONCILED. 


John xx. 17. Jesus saith unto Ma- 
ry, Louch me not, for I am not yei 
ascended to my Father. be 


and behold my hands ; and reach 


hither thy hand, and thrust it into 


my side; and be not faithless, but 

believing. | 

Ir is manifest from these and 
other passages, that the reason 
why Mary was forbidden to touch 
her risen Savior, was not because 
the thing itself was impossible. In- 


passed a life of, 


if 


John xx. 27. Then saith he to 
Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, ~ 
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decd, if it had been so, the pro- 
hibition had been unnecessary ; 
for we neec not be forbidden to 
do that which cannot be done.— 
There might, however, be an im- 
propriety in her using the same 
freedoms with him in his immor- 
tal state, as she had been wont to 
do in his mortalstate. It might 
be proper to touch him at his own 
invitation, and to anSwer an im- 
portant end (see Luke xxiv. 39.) 
and yet improper to do so with- 
out it. By comparing the pas- 
sage with Matt. xxvin. 9, 10, it 
appears that Mary Magdalene, 
and the other Mary wio was 
with her, did touch him ; for they 
are there said to have “ held him 
by the feet, and worshipped him.” 
There is reasonto think therefore, 
that the words, fouch me not, in 
John, were used merely to induce 
her to desist from what she was 
doing ; and that on account of his 
having more important em- 
ployment for her; Go tell my 
brethren! ‘This agrees with the 
reason giyen in John ; Zouch me 
not; for SF am not yet a nguciall io my 
Father, Sc. This was as much 
as ifhe had said, ** You need net 
be so unwilling to let go my feet, 
as though you should see me no 
more; | am not yet ascended, 
nor shall I ascend at present. Yet 
do notimagine that I am raised 
to 2 mere mortal life, or am go- 
ing to set up a temporal kingdom 
in this world......No.....1 aseend 
unto my Father, and your Father, 
and unto my God, and your 


God.”’ 


[Ss 


FOLLY JUSTLY EXPOSED. 
Ina conversation between two 
gentlemen, whom for distinction’s 
take we will call a believer, and 


an unbeltever ; the believer men- 
tioned the wok Devil. 
Unbeliever. What do you mean 


by the word devil? I believe in no 
devil but an evil disposition, 


Beltever, Let us try your sys. 
tem. I have read that the devil 
tempted our first parents, while 
they remained perfectly holy-— 
what, an evil disposition tempt 
holy 065 4h ? I have likewise 
ea that Satan came “from go. 

ing to and fro in the earth and 
walking up and down in it.” 
This nrust have been a singular. 
Iy wander.nge disposition. The 
devil took Christ up into an ex. 
ceeding high mountain and offer. 
ed him all'the kingdoms of the 
world for an act of worship. I 
conclude, therefore, you suppose 
that Christ harbored an evil dic. 
position ; and it appears to have 
been a very ambitious and crafty 
disposition. Neither has the nar- 
rative of the maniacs and the cir- 
cumstance of the devil’s entering 
into 2000 swine a very favoura- 
ble bearing upon your theory. 

Upon this, the unbeliever being 
confounded, the discourse ended. 


SELECT SENTENCES. 


Tue noblest ambition of the 
most eminent and successful am- 
bassador of Christ, is, that his em: 
inent services in his Master’s vine- 
yard, should never be mentioned 
but as manifestations of mercy, and 
as the means of promoting the work 
hati’ y in the welfare of others. 

tis a divine precept—‘‘ Owe 
no man any thing,” but what a 
mercy is it, that there is no sucl 
precept a3, Owe the Savior nothing ! 

Dives wanting more is not rich ; 
but Lazarus, content with his sit- 

uation, has enough. 


>» + —> we 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


—< 4 


VERMONT MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


THE fifth annual meeting of the Ver- 
mont Missionary Society was held in 
the Court-House, at Vergennes, Sept. 
12th, 1811. 

Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. was chosen 
Moderator, and Rev. Thomas A. Mer- 
rill, Secretary. 

Hon. Jedediah P. Buckingham of 
Thetford, Rev. Heman Ball of Rutland, 
and Mr. Levi Hooker of Middlebury 
having advanced the requisite sum, 
(ten dollars each) were admitted mem- 
vers of the Society for life. 

Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. having paid 
the tax for the first year was admitted a 
member of the Society. 

The Society heard and accepted the 
Report* of the Trustees. 

The society heard the Report* of 
the Treasurer and referred its accept- 
ance to the Trustees at their first meet- 
ing, that, in the mean time, it may be 
audited + 

The following persons were chosen 
Frustees for the year ensuing: 


Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. 
Rev. Martin TuLviar, 
Rev. Henry Davis, D. D. 
Rey. JepEDIAH BusHNELL, 
Rev. HoLLAND WEEKs, 
Rev. THomas A. MERRILL, 
Hon. Evisua ALuis, 

SetTH Storrs, Esq. 
CuarLes Marsu, Esq. 
SaMuEL MarTrocks, Esq. 
SaMUEL SwiFtT, Esq. 

Doct. W1iLL1amM G. Hooker. 


Voted, That the first meeting of the 
Tr ay ae be holden at the biose of 
Rev. A. Merrill of Middlebury, on 
the ake ‘Tuesday of Cates next, at 
92 o’clock, P. AE. 





* These Reports will be published 
in the Adviser. 

7 The absence of the Auditor from 
the state, prevented the ‘Treasurer 
from procuring the auditing of his re- 
port. 


Chose Seth Storrs, Esq. Treasurer. 

Chose Samuel Swift, Esq. Auditor. 

The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed Receivers {or the year ensuing, 
Rey. Sylvester Sage, Westminster 
Mr. Zebulon Lyon, Royalton; Deacon 
Enos Smith, Chelsea; Rev. Leonard 
ee ype Peacham ; Rev. John Wil- 

ard, Luncnburgh; Hon. Elijah Strong, 
Bebynine ton; Rev. Benjamin Woos- 
ter, Fairtield; Phelps Esq. South 
Hero; Rev. Asaph Morgan, Essex ; 
Rev. Chester Wright, Montpelier ; 
Rev. John Hough, Vergennes; Mr. 
Enos Merrill, Castleton ; Rev. Abel 
Farley, Manchester. 

Rev. Jedediah Bushnell was appoint- 
ed to preach the Missionary Sermen, 
at the next annual meeting of the So- 
ciety ; and Rev. John Hough was ap- 
pointed his alternate. 

At4o *elock, P. M. the Missio onary 
Sermon was preached by Rev. Asa 
Burton, D. D. irom Rev. vi. 2. And he 
went for th conquering and to conquer. 

Adjourned—Sine Diz. 

Atiest, THomas A. Mer RRILL, 
Secretary. 





N. B. The next annual meeting of 
the Society is to be holden at the 
house of Rey. Mr. Sage of Westminster. 


-— 


REVIVAL OF RELICION IN 
WEATHERSFIELD. 


Messrs. Editors, 

AS itis one important object of your 
useful Magazine to communicate ac- 
counts of religious revivals, in confor- 
mity to repeated requests from several 
christian friends, I am induced to sub- 
mit to your disposal a sketch of a late 
work of divine grace in this place. 

Before I enter upon the proposed de-« 
tail, it may be proper to peerage some 
par ticulars res pecung the siate of reli- 
gion here, previous to the commence- 
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illustrate ihe onde riul forbx arance 
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peo| 
‘iy ‘fet acquaintance wiih this 
Cuurchand society commenecd in the 
year 18vi, in tbe pr coves! of the 
at mith of June. On the 10th of Febru- 
i i was phere their pas- 
tor. At bat ume, the Chin very 
sinail, consisting of only about thirty 
members. Amo ng this smali number 
feesors were discoverable but 
ks of attachment io that pure 
which was once de liv- 

; Indeed, scaicely 
oty thing was to be seen 
acicristic of a G ospel Cl bureh hivi 
ihe exercise of vital religion. 
sharp but afieciionate 
bicssed 1 oid, addre: ssed to the 
diceans, seemed peculiarly 
Be to our condition. This, 
with some parallel passages from the 
Sacred Orac'es, cing — rently 
brought into view, both in pubic 
private, was urged with special 
cation, and, I believe, not without 
some go 
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days. They, ccecasionaliy, enteicd the 
house of G 3éd, but it apocared, they of- 
fered nodung more than the 
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of foois.. The ievity and stupid mat- 
tention, which appeared in some, shew- 
ed they had “ not the fear of God be- 
for< their eyes.” This irregular ity 
oi behavior, in time oi pubtre worship, 


however, wus not 


assembiy, v hich, in general, vias a de- 


cent atiention to the word spoken, tho’ 


P 
but few seemed to discover that fixed 
Solemmity, which ind:cates the heart 
truly engaged in the ce of God. 
Sentiments were imbibed, and hab- 
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x3 formed, wholly repugnant to the 
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gospel of Christ. Notmerely a few 
individuals, but the ¢ greater part were 
j poisonous errors. Fam- 


infected with 
ily religion, with few exceptions, ap- 


pe ared to be laid aside. Parents dis- 
covered great anxiety for the tempo- 


ral prosperity of their children, but 
appeared regardless of their immortal 
Instead of instru cting them in 
the important dectrines and precepts or 
ihie 0: pel, the} taught ete, by their 
example to fo eet God, and to despise 
the messages oi his grace. Hence, as 
might be expecied, ihe youth, in gen. 
eval, appeared to be much more ac- 
quainted with the groundless objce- 
tions against the christian religicn, 
than with the evidences of its truth 
and importance. It was common for 
young persons to be found er, ting 
io vind:cate the e princi ‘ph les of infideli 

ple here having been desti- 
settled minister some con- 
siderable time previous to my coming 
smong them, the church had been 
seidom called eeiher, and disci- 
pline had been greatly eagrected.— 
Several cases,,-one m particular, which 
had ees for years, but we never 
been brought before the church, weie 
now dise ate to prevent commun- 
ion beix —— brethren. 1 -_ 
cecasioned s< degree of alarm, a 
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purpose had becn unavoidably 
hed, the church came to a de- 
cision, which involved the censuie of 
‘al members, and the suspension 
cf one from cur communion. This ai- 
enemies of religion occa- 
to show their opposil 10n. 
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and her decisions cri ninated, as arbi- 
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trying time. “The enemy come im 
Tike a flood.” utas they were una- 
ble to raise any accusation, which had 
the appearance of i the noise 
soon subsided, and the chu:ch seemed 
to enjoy a degree of rest 

About this tone, which was not 
much shori of two vears after my or- 


dination I proposed to set up retivious 


conferences, for the benefit of the 
church and society. The expediency 
ofthis measure, at first appeared not 
to be fully understocd, even by the 
breth:en of the church, though I think 
it was not by any of th: m opposed. — 
There were individua!s m the aaeiety 

however, it was wel! known, who w ere 
ready to cast contempt upon a it mect- 


ings of this kind. But notwithstanding 


these adeumusiiue n's,it was thought 
best to make an appomtment ; accord- 
ingly, I gave public notice of a con- 
erence to be held, stated!y, once a 
fortnight at the centre of the town.— 
This appointment has been kept up 
and attended to, by more or less, up- 
wards of six years. And I surely be- 
lieve that this, with some el Horts in 
the church to revive discipline among’ 
her members, has been blessed, as a 
mean, by ner compassionate Redeem- 
er, of prep paring” the wav for the late 
happy reviva 1, of which [ shall now at- 
tempt a brief account. 

During the period above mentioned, 
the prospect re necting the things of 
religion, in this place, appeared very 

eloomy; yet it seemed, on the whole, 
eradually to brighten. Year after 
vear, a few individuals were hopefully 
brought into the kingdom of the Re- 
deemer. The number added to the 
church exceeded consider: athe the 


— 


number of removais. At times, ap- 
pearances were so hopeful, as to revive 
the hearts of Zion’s i ~ and to ex- 
cite them to greater fervency in thei 
prayers, for the out oon 5 ‘ofthe di- 
Vine spirit. ‘This was the case, espe- 
Clally, in the beg ning of the vear 
1809 ; whena number of individuals 
were brought to a realizing sense of 
there lost and guilty condit mn Sever- 
al, about this time, were hopefully 
born agaim o7 the holy “aie, and were 
received into communion wiih the 
church. Things now appeared more 
fav orable than ever they had done.— 
Soon after this, sometime in July, 
the vear last mentioned, cne of ihe 
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brethren, a deacon in the church, had 
his attention most powerfully called 
up, on the subject of religion. He ap- 
peared very deep} ‘ aflected with a 
view of his past t life? He seemed to re- 
alize the great guilt and Ganger ae- 
companying a mere form of godliness. 
Jn ammanner the mest solemn and im- 
pressive, he spo ke of his o wn past nep- 
lect of duty; of the a for- 
besrance of the Divine Shepherd, in 
Waiting so long the return of his wan- 
dering s] heep ; and of the stupidity and 
neglect, the formality and guilt, which 
had for many years involved this 
church. The love of God appeared to 
be powerfully shed ebroad in his 
heart. The brethren, in general, 
seemed to awake out of sleep, and to 
renew their strength. They ap- 
peared to be more fervently engaged 
in the glorious cause of the Redeemer. 
It was now judged expedient to mect 
in conference ofiener than we hed 
done, and to attend more punciually. 
lt was accordingly egreed upen to 
meet once a week, instead of only once 
a fortnight. After this arrangement, 
there was not only a more gene eral and 
constant at tendance of the brethren, 
but a much greater freedom und ar- 
dor among them, while together.— 
Strong hopes, and even expectations 
were now indulg. d, that God was 4- 
bout to visit this people, with a more 
eeneral and plent:ful effusion of his 
Spirit. Nor were these cupectations 
d sappointed. Shortly after, towards 
the close of March 1810, the attention, 
which had previously ‘agen only 
in a few individuals, began to 
spread im different parts-of the town, 
more especially through the center 
and east part. By the last of April, a 
ecneralawakening became visible.—- 
Gur assemblies on the sabbath, had 
now become unusually full and solemn. 
The greater part appeared anxious to 
hear. Thad preache ed to this age 
during the course of nine years, and 
never, till about this io had th 16 as- 
sembly in general, appeared to feel in- 
terested in what was spoken. Now 
the ap ; Pyenme was the reverse. A 
watchiul attention was visible in al- 
most every one. The conce:ns of the 
world had been before this, the gene- 
ral topic of con ersation, during the 
interval of worship. Religion, now, 
had become the exciusive theme. Gv 


































































week days, wherever I sawa number 
together, L tound, to the joy of my 
heart, that the spirit of the Lord was 
striving with them, in an extraordina- 
ry degree. Th - conce:ms of the soul 
were the subject of conversation — 
Scarcely a day pass ed, in which there 
were not more or less, who came to 
my house for religious conversation ; 
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multiplied to tl and, occasioi 
four inaweek. These wn aa eld 

in different districts, were crow ded 
and very solemn. Fs each successive 
one more or less, 1 nger able to con- 
ceal their distress came forward and re- 
vealed publicly the state oftheir minds. 

Some, in their first altempis to speak 
were so affected, that they could Say 
but little. While they appear ‘ed to 
trembie under a deep sense of their lost 
and perishing condition, tears tlowed 
plentifully from their eyes. Others 

scemed to be more composed, yet ap- 

parently, not less sensible of their in- 


ward poilution, and of the necessity of 
being cle: anscd from sin by the grace of 


the Gospel. Individuals, from time to 
time, obtained relief, and began to en- 
tertain hopes tha t the ‘Vy Were reconciled 
to God. About the middie of June, 
there were nine, who offered them- 
Selves io the cinirch; were accepted, 
and on the 22, admitted. This wasa 
joyful occasion to the ehurch, and to 
many inthe assembly, a very affecting 


one, especially to such: had been pre 
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of their conversion to God, and we 
received into the church. The breth. 
ren, now, thought it expedient, that 
some more convenient and established 
method in examining candidates for 
admission, than had been practised} 
shows id be adopted. It also appeared. 
irable, that meetings for this pur- 
al should be held in a manner more 
public than they had been. Agyreea- 
biy, the church made a appointment 
to meet once 2 month, and oftener if 
expedient, in order to attend to this 
important duty. Public notice having 
been given of this a Aa ointment, on the 
preceding S Sabbath, the church assem- 
bled, on the first "Monday of Sept. at 
the meeting-house, on the solemn oc- 
casion. A large number collecied, and, 
in general, appeared to be touched 
with a sense of dis i & nes. Only 
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two Silas Tacte came iorward, at this 
time, to offer thems: 9 the church, 
but one of these, past ur, spoke, 
in a manner so expressive, of the 
change which had been wrour rht inher 
views and f feelings, as appe ared to be 


a means of affecting more deeply ma- 
r present, alll left this mect- 
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ing, apparently, under strong nnpres- 
sions of the necessity of an immedizie 
reconciliation to God. Several sub- 


SK quent meetings, of this kind, were 
full and very ailect ing. Those, who 
came forward to relate the exercises 
of their minds, discovered such an al- 
tertion in their views and conduct as 
appeared to convince every one, that 
they were un der the pe owerful ope: 
tions of the divine Spiri Even inf 
deis seemed to be Seduapliir disturbe¢ 
and appec ag ‘9 tremble lest, contra- 
rv to ih pre-determ) nation, they 
oud “as compelled to give in, that 
{ ~ 

December, seventeen more, having ob- 
tained a “ented of their deh Ive rance fren i 
the 3% igning power of sin, pul hie dy 
dedicated themselves to the Lord.— 
The church had now ees double d, 
mn numb) vr, within the space of a few 
Converts had pa gradu 
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by : - 
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mark. She had been under serious 
impressions, at times, during the 
space of more thana year. Her atten- 
tion was called up, soon atier the gen- 
eral aw rare began, and, at ditfer- 
ent periods, through the course of the 
summer. But it appeared by her 
statement after her conversion, that 
she had resolved not to yield to her 
convictions so far as to let the world 
know the distress cf her mind. But 
God had determined otherwise. At a 
conference meeting, one evening, she 
was constrained to give up hei + former 
rash resolution, and yield yan 
oner to the Lord. Inthe course of th 
meeting, she discover d an unusua 
anxiety. Being seated next to the 
door, without cccasioning disturbance, 
she left the room and seine again, 
several times in the course of the con- 
ference. During the closing prayer, 
she discovered such symptoms of dis- 
tress of mind, as toexcite the attention 
ofmany in the room, po wages those 
who stood nigh her, who afterwards 
related to me the ciret Patera It ap- 
peared, she strove, as much as possible, 
to prevent being noticed. As soon as 
prayer was endcd, she instantly left the 
rooin, retired by herselfinto a back a- 
partment, and in less than two minutes 
was heard to groan, I believe, by every 
one in the room, in which the people 
were as yet nostly corbented. Being 
darmed, | I rose, and with others, went 
ito the room ii ere she was, expect- 
ing to find s s bodily com plaint the 
cause of such repeated cries, but I 
found her distress was in her soul. [ 
asked her the cause cf her distress.-~ 
With a look big with symptoms of hor- 
ror, and ina tone indesevibably affect 
ing, she answered, that she was lost for- 
ever, that there was no mercy for her, 
that it was impossible for God to for- 
give her. In this state of apparent 
dispair, she continued about six er 
seven minutes, U ps on which, her coun- 
tenance appeared to be suddenly chan- 
ged. Strength of body, which had 
some measure lefther, began gradualiy 
toreturn. She now raised her eves 
and her hands towards heaven, and cail- 
ed upon God for mercy. The expres- 
sions which she uscd, were similar ¢ 
the following. O Lord Jesus, have 
Mercy on my soul. Afier repe: atin gr 
her calls for 1 mercy, sev — minutes 
she appeared con posed, lobser wed, 
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that the cloud had passed over. She 
spoke now, of the wonderiul mercy of 
God, ot the loveliness of Christ, and of 
her former blindness and opposition. _- 
She wondered eg she couid sin, to 
sucha degree as she re done, egainst 
sucha pre cious Savior. She cbserved, 
that God had been cailing her a long 
time, but that she had cbstinaiely set 
up he v will agai nst hia; that she hep- 
ed she felt willing te submit ; she now 
——— she felt a desire tha: Christ 
hould rule in and over her, to the glo- 
ry ofthis grace. Iconversed with her 
this evening, an hour, or more. after 
she had obtamed rehet; her heart op- 
peared to be filed with love and praise 
to the Redeemer. I visited her the 
next morning, and found her in 7 
the same state of mind, in which I h: 
left her the preceding evening. Sh he 
observed, that every ihing appeared 
to her so altered, 2s to remind her of 
the apostle’s words, “ old things are 
passed away, behold ali th: nps are be- 
come new.” She was sure ‘that this 
passage was applicable to her case, 
her views and feelings respecting the 
things ofreligion were so altered, that 
it seemed to her she wés ma new 
state of existence. Her conduct, since, 
has been such, as aftorGs the most 
satisfactory evidence, that she is of 
the number of those whom Christ has 
mace willing in the dav of | his power. 
‘The sudden and very affecting man- 
ner, in which this gay youth Wes 
brought to submit at the foot of the 
cross, not only excited general notice, 
but it was the means, apparently, of 
calling up the vepoann ion of an umber 
ct young persons, several ot whom, af- 
terwards became ‘hopeltl subjecis ot 
the work. 
About this time, a few days previ- 
ous io our last anniversary thanksgiv- 
, I was req uested to attend a con- 
ee rence, on ihe evening of that day, af- 
ter public service at the meeting house, 
ataschool house a little move than 
two miles from the center of the town. 
{ cheerfully comphed with the re- 
guest. Having arrived at the school 
house s« asonably, Ifound it crouded, 
principally with youth. The elderly 
people present, were mostly professors 
znd appeared to be much delighted 
on the occasion. The youth were ve- 
ry attentive, and many of them ap- 
venred to he deeply impressed with a 














































ee 


eR IN a 


sense of divine things. A more scl- 
emn anc pleasant meeting, I scarcely 
ever attended Not one in the 
house hed ever before met for such a 
purpose, on thanksgiving day evening. 

npearances at that time, were nearly 
the same in every part of the so- 
ciety, and continued much the 
same, till the Initer part of Febru- 
tention be- 


Anpe 


arv, when the general at 

visibly decline. Since that 
time ’ thourh considerable attention 
has béen paidto means, yet few have 
been, {o appearance, sav ingly wrought 
upon; not more than three or four 
have obtamed a hope of their -conver- 
sion. 

During the revival, 58 persons, in- 
elud ne tour who now stand propound- 
ed, have united with this church by a 
puble profession of religion. Of these, 

{ ave heads offamilies, and excepting 
$ ¢ few who are more advanced, ¢ about 
ddie-aged people; the rest are 
a uth. In the course of about four 
months, lL administered the ordinance 
of baptism to upwards of 60 persons, of 
whom 13 were adults, A number have 
heen Wade subjects of grace, to ap- 
yx cance, Who as yet have not made a 
public declaration of their faith. It 
hoped, that such as are Christ’s cad 
fricnds will not long negiect the impor- 
tent duty of protessing him before men. 

The means apparently used by di- 
t wisdom and sovers ‘ignty, in arrest- 
m } tention of sinne s heve, have 
bec various. Several very sudden 
scl alarming instances of mortality 
tow. place m this town, about the 
dime the gencral awakening began.— 
Phese aticeting providences appeared 
ta be the means of cailmg up the at- 
tention. of a number. Some were 
5s ruck under conviction, while hear 
mero hers relate thei ir experience in 
coufrence; some while tend nz to 
the preachiney of the ne ty and others 
beve been unsble to assign any thing 
mm perticular, by which, as a means, 
the:r attention was furst arrested. 

hi some insiavces, conviction has been 
gradual and of long continuance ; m 
Others, ihe work pi ‘eparetory to con- 
version, has been commenced and car- 
Tied on i a nanner an ich more sudden 
and po it rhe | aiter, upon being 
setat libert ; pave toe abie to relatc, 
m 2 manner more clear and lively, 
wict the Lord b.sdone for them; yet 
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it is conceived, that those who hare 


been seg into the kingdom in a 


manner, to appearance less extraordin- 
ary, have tno equally substantial evi. 


dence of aradical change of heart. Un. 
der first impressions, all have discoy 
ered great ignorance of them: selves, 
and of the real character of God. Thev 
have appeared to strive hard to build 
upon the sandy foundation of works 
As their-convictions meveased, they 
became more sensible of their depend. 
ence, of ithe holiness of the divine re. 
quirements s,and of the total depravity 
of their hearts. They were led by the 
wont of God, to see and to feel that 
hey were ent Lively helpless and pollut. 
oi m . hemaclves. They were mace 
sensible that God would be just in feay. 
ing’ them to perish forever in their sins 
They were at length convinced that 
there was no help for them, but in the 
mere sovereign mercy of Jehovah— 
None found permanentrest, until they 
found it im an unconditional surrender 
of themselves into the hands of the 
Lord Jesus. Relinquishing all other 


refuges, they have professed to depend 
on him alone, and to ind sweet peace in 
believing. 


There has been a great change in 
their views and feelings respecting the 
principles of the christian religica— 
The doctrines of gi2ce in general, par 
ticularly that of personal election, wei 
by many of them, formerly either den. 
edor brought down toalevel with the 
carnal taste and feelings of the unsanc- 
tified heart. Now, they profess to re- 
ceive these doctrines on the indispute- 
ble ground of the divine testimony ; anc 
alt houg all do not appear to discover 
equal de grees of consistency and excel- 
jence in them, yet carnal objections are 
removed. Godi is acknowledged to he 
true and man a liar. Jehovah is exalt- 
edand the sinner abased. The woik 
mdeed, appears to have been genuine. 
Nothing lke-disorder, or the frantic 
noire of mere passion, “he appeared } mu 
any who have become the hopeful sub- 
ects .of renovating grace. Such 4: 
save untied with the church, have ss 
yet adorned their profession; and ap- 
pear to “ grow in grace and in the 
knowledge ofour Lord and Savior Je- 
sus Christ.” 

Thus she Lord, in the exercise of 
sovereign apecipnad Bac has seep 
fit to visit us an excecd ne undeserving 
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people, not indeed with so copious and 
powel ful a shower, as he has been pleas- 
ed to pour out upon some particular 
pots ; yet we have great reason to a- 
dore and praise his condescending love, 
that he has vouchsafed to such an un- 
fruitful part of his vineyard, even a 
sprinkling. Many mercy drops have 
fullen among us. A goodly number of 
nrecious souls, who but a short time 
since, lived upon nothing more sub- 
stantial than the mere husks of sensual 
eratifications, are now sweetly feasting 
upon the bread ofeternal life. ‘‘ This 
isthe Lord’s doings, itis marvellous in 
our eyes.” 

Ishall only add, that at present, the 
special operations of the Spirit, it is be- 
lieved, are in a measure withdrawn 
from us. Numbers, who during the gen- 
eral attention, were alarmed in view of 
the danger of their condition, are now 
apparently hardening themselves in sin. 
ilow great the ruilt and danger involvy- 
ing persons who have neglected such 
degrees of light and conviction. May 
astonishing merey prevent them fro: 
rushing on in their present course, till 
they fall into the pit of endless woe.— 
“ Brethren pray for us ;” we earnestly 
beg the prayers of ail Zion’s friends, 
that God would revive his work among 
Ws. 


JAMES CONVERSE. 


a i) 
~———— 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE RELIGIOUS 
REVIVALS IN PITTSFORD... 

Four times, in a special manner, 
the Lord hath visited his people in this 
place. How great is his salvation, 
which he hath made known to his ser- 
vants. ‘The Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are giad.” 
How many have we secn crymg to 
Him in their trouble, ard graciously 
delivered from their distresses. “ He 
maketh the storm a calm, so that the 
waves thereof are still.” Then are 
they glad, and are quiet. On a cher- 
ub he rides, he flies, and visits their 
souls With peace. ‘Their darkness he 
dispels by the sweet beams of light, 
aid their sorrow with unspeakable joy. 

With one of his ancient servants, 
“Twill mention the loving kindness 
of the Lord, and the praises of the 
Lord, according to all that the Lord 
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hath bestowed upon us, and the great 
soodness toward the house of Israel, 
which he hath bestowed upon them ac- 
cording to his mercies, and according 
to the multitude of his loving kind- 
ness.” 

We have great reason, with the sa- 
crifices of joy and thanksgiving, to de- 
clare his works. It is unquestionably 
our duty, inasuitable manner, to make. 
known his wonders of grace, “ that the 
generation 10 come may know them, 
even the children who shall be born ; 
who shall arise and declare them to 
their children, that they may set their 
ope in God, and keep his command- 
ments.” 

But how inadequate is an uninspir- 
ed pen duly to exhibit “ the unsearch- 
able riches of his grace.’ A compiete 
detail of all the interesting circumsian- 
ces, which have attended his kind vis- 
itations, would far exceed the limits 

vhich would be proper in the ordina- 
ry channel of such intelligence. To 
do justice to a subject of such magni- 
tude, 2nd in some respects, of such pe- 
culiar delicacy, is by no means an un- 
dertaking devoid of difficulty. Yet, 
to answer the requcsts, and the expect- 
ations, of many of Zion’s friends, it is 
deemed expedient to deposit in the 
archives of the Adviser, an account of. 
the “ great grace” bestowed upon us, 
from time to time, by the Father of 
lights, from whom cometh down every 
good and perfect gift. 

The first revivel of religion in Piitg- 
ford, commenced in the latter part of 
the year 1781. A chureh had been 
formed the 14th of April, the same 

year, consisting of fifieen members, 
ien males, and five fema'es. They were. 
all heads of families; some of whom, 
“having obtained help of God,-con- 
tinue unto this day.” Deacon Eleazer 
Harwood, aiterward their Pastor, my 
worthy predecessor, was one of their 
number. Previous to this awakening, 
there had been no minister settled in. 
the town. It was not often that they 
had opportunity to hearregular preach- 
ing. A Mr. Hawley, aCalvinistic, con- 
gregational minister, had labcred with 
them some. He assisted in forming 
the church. He wroie their articles 
of faith, and their covenant, which 
they still retain, without alteration. 

In their infancy, the church, though 
toomuch like the Laodiceens, whea 
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destitute of preaching, never forsook 
the asse coo | of themselves together 
on the Sabbath. Some non-professors 
attended with at But many pre- 
ferred their vain sports and secular 
pursitits. The forests not unfrequent- 
ly resounded, in holy time, with the 
noise of the chase. 

Owii ne to sovereign mercy, the peo- 
ple of P itisfor: d, were not long to co 
tinue in this gloomy situation. God, 
whose prerogative it is to bring good 
out wt evi il had w isely designed event- 
ually to show, that “ surely the wrath 
of man shot ud prai se him; and the re- 
mainder of wraith he would restrain.” 

The thing, W hich first apparently 
proved instrumental of exciting alarm, 

vas ascene of folly and wickedness, 
which took place at a public house. 
Collected from various quarters of the 
country, without the best of moral 
habits, it was not uncommon for many 
of the aged people to assemble at the 
tavern, to spend their precious time, 
even to unseasonable hours, and liter- 
ally to “waste their substance with 
riotous living.” 
this kind, with aview to witness for 


themselves, there were a number of 


young men, who were, for once, deter- 
mined to attend. Things were car- 
ried to such extremities, that they 
soon left “ this counsel of the ungod- 
ly,” this “ seat of the scornful,” not on- 
ly with astonishment, but with serious 
reflections, and with. impressions on 
their minds, which were never after- 
ward erased. 

This was inautumn, not far from the 
anniversary thanksgiving. A number 
of the youth had made arrangements 
for a ball to succeed that sacred festi- 
val. They accordingly assembled ; 
but were remarkably frustrated, and 
deprived of their anticipated hilarity. 
Expressive of pungent regret, and con- 
viction of conscience, an alarming so- 
lemnity and horror were so deeply de- 
picted upon every countenance, that 
their efforts proved abortive, and the 
object of their meeting was blasted. 
Levity obtaining no admittance, they 
quickly dispersed. 

A young man, whose parents were 
professors, observed to his father, the 
next morning, that he believed there 
would bea revival of religion. Do you 
think so, my son, said the father, be- 
cause you have had ea ball? No, sir, 
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replied the son, but because, when we 
attempted to have one, the Lord inter 
posed, and prevented’ our condu cn 
it as we intended. In all my life 
never attended such an assem bly ul 
fore! Remorse, disappointment, shame 
and sorrow were visible in every coun- 
tenance. A surprising solemnity rest. 
ed upon the minds oi “all who were pre. 
sent. There was not the least appear 
ance of a carnal meeting. They were 
aliso much aifected, they could not 
continue the ball; but, after a few 
fruitless efforts, quit with dismay, and 
retired to their respective habitations, 
Though the anguish, which they 
felt, was too perceptible not to be no- 
ticed by the most heedless observer ; 
yet, for reasons, which frequently in. 
fiuence, in such cases, to the produc. 
tion of gloomy silence, there was no 
verbal explanation. Instead of at- 
tempting to avow, each seemed desir- 
ous to conceal, the cause of the melan- 
choly aspect, which he exhibited. 
This peculiar desire to suppress and 
secrete every serious unpression of the 
mind, had before been strikingly exem- 
plified i ina young man, who had meen 
invited to attend the ball. His con- 
science had been aroused from its aw- 
ful apathy. Of course, he dreaded the 
scene of attending a dancing assembly. 
3ut fearing to have it known, that he 
ever indulged a serious thought, he 
vas too pusillanimous to assign his re- 
al reason, and refuse the imvitation. 
That he might, therefore, avoid the 
vain and disgustful interview ; and 
yet not be suspected of being actuated 
by religious considerations, he anx- 
iously wished, that Providence would. 
cast some obstacle in the way of his at- 
tending, which, at the same time, 
would for eclose the necessity of his 
making an apology for his absence. 
That some wise design might be ac- 
complished, however absurd such 4 
wish, it in fact was granted. Butit 
was granted in a way, which was no 
less painful than unexp ected, by a dis- 
tressing wound in one of f his feet, the 
cut of anaxe. The moment bie received 
it, he exciaimed, “ [am ind. » The 
singularity of ihe expression, on sucil 
anoccasion, excited a susp! icion, Whicd 
led to an explanation, and occasioned 
a disclosure of the very secret, which 
he intended to conceal, and w hi ch, 2 
almost any pains or expense, he wo: 
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have keptentirely to himself. Such is 
the fastidious reluctance of the i impen- 
itent, often-times, to their being de- 
tected. in possessing, what they would 
seem to consider, ‘the dishonorable 
guilt of serious concern for their im- 
mortal welfare ! 

fmmediately after, what may, per- 
haps with propriety, be denominated 
the divinely frustrated ball, a glorious 
work of efficacious grace, was obvidus- 
ly extended to every section of the 
town. Such as had their attention ar- 
rested, by the convicting influences of 
the holy Spirit, were now too much af- 
fected any longer to conceal their pain- 
ful apprehensions, orto dissemble with 
the hypocritical pretence of thought- 
less stupidity. To exhibit in a public 
manner, an express acknowledgement 
of their decided detestation of balls, 
and of all carnal amusements, at their 
ballroom the young people again as- 
sembicd. They were ardent, a nd even 
religiously emulous, in this particular 
to retrace their steps. They deeply 
regretted, that they had wasted so ina- 
ny of their golden moments, in a man- 
ner so frivolous, unprofitable, and sin- 
ful. They lamented, that so much of 
the vigor of their youthful lives had 
been spent upon the brink of evelasting 
death; and that, ungratefully to God, 
they We ae d in the insij pid pursuits of 
= audable ambition, and sinful merri- 

ent. They confessed and deplored 
the iniquity of their having attempt- 
ed to dance, when their consciences 
strongly remonstrated againstit ; and 
when the solemn festival of tha nksgiv- 
ing to God, rendered such agcene high- 
ly absurd, inglorior US, Cri nial, and pro- 
voking to their most gracious and. be- 
nevolent Benefactor. 

The event was interesting, and a- 
larming! It had asurprising e‘fect up- 
on many who were present ; and upon 
many who were absent.*  Pricked in 


* There was a manin particular, fram 
be geaxy Provideniially in town, on secu- 
siaetbeane y who had the curtosity io 
wna what would be done in a ball- 
room, canverted to the use ef the peniten- 
tiaiy, and of the CRT ence, Struck 
with conviction, he returned ta Cysgu 
and it is said, a revival of religion, by 


hi . 4 “ P*5 . * 4 M 
ts enustrumeniaity, wnmeudiciy took 
pl ace ti vere : A church arose f ‘om the rit- 

ff ? *- 
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their heart,” their solicitous inquiry 
was, “* What must we do to be saved ?” 
God had undertaken, and he would per- 
— and complete his own work. But 
1s an instrument under. Him, how un- 
aicchakiyiih flock then nee ded’ a skil- 
fal and faithful shepherd. Pouring in 
from almost every qu arter “like the fox- 
es in the deserts,” there was many a “lo 
here, and lo there FF: the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of pe ace, 
and bring glad iidings of good things” 
been daily at “ the foots eps of the 
flock,” immence advantage » all prob- 
ability, would have acc: ued to the 
cause of sound doctrine, and to precious 
and immortal souls. Few au‘horized 
teachers residing in the vicinity at 
that time, trembling sinners, who ~"cre 
anxious for the acquisition, of correct 
instruction, were inimminent danger. 
Like the “foolish Galatians” in the 
days of Paul, they were liable to be 
“ bewitched, that they should not cbey 
the truth.” They were exposed, as 
the Galatians were, to be decoyed into 
a belief, that the covenant of. grace, 
which God made with Abraham his 
friend, was not evangelical in its na- 


touse a scriptural phrase, has ever since, 
been * full of stire a tumuliious city, a 


J 
joyous city.” When the young converts 
in Pittsfo rd, came to relate their € ‘per= 
tence before the church, and publicly to 


enter into covenant with Ged and his 
people,many of them tie rredto this retrac- 
tion of the youth as the means of their 
r . 
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ture, nor perpettia' m its duration; but 
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thuteverv tha, which men reeeived 
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Jn these alarming circumstances, im- 
Nelicd by imperious necessity, deacon 
Eleazer darwood * wen' up imho ihe 
pups.” Under God, he “ made up the 
hedge for the house of Israel, and 
stood in the battle in the dav of the 
Lord.” From an Assceiation the east 
side of the mountain, he obtained li- 
ence to preach; was soon afterward 
erdaincd pastor ever the church and 
congreyaijion ; and by his fischful, sue- 
cesstitl and abundant labors, justiy ob- 
tained a good report. 

As fruits ofthis revival, there were 
sixty five added to the chuich. Some 
who were aireudy membeis, were in- 
duced to conclude, that they had nev- 
er experienced religion, until- this 
“ SCasun of refreshing fi: "om the pres- 
nee of the Lord.” “About a hundred 
in the town, obits ined a hope of theix 
sanctification. The work was continu: 


Lark 


~~ 


“es 


ed, not far from six months. Those 

ho were its happy stibje cts, Were 
chiedy in the morning of fc, trom the 
ave of fourteen to iwenty five. A turn 
was given to their habits, their princt- 
T iG prectice, Wh en, is fruit meet 

uw repentance, has becn perpetuated 
trom that duy to this; and we hope, 
wiilstill contmue to descend, by its 
salutary checis, until it shall reach 
ihe latest pusteriiv. Blessed be the 
geic:ous and the wonder-working God, 


; 
who hath promised to his dear Sen, 
that “a seed shallserve him: it shall 
be counted to the Lord fora rene - 
tion. Vhey shell come, and shail de- 
iare his righ icousness unio the peo- 
ple that shall be born, that he hath 
cone this.” 


‘eo 


After the termination of the first re- 
vival, A. Lb. 1785, there was a spiritu- 
ai drought of cight teen years. More 
than tw; ice the lene: h of the famine in 
Lgypt, with its desolating effects, it 
constantly prevailed. ‘This, like 
the ill-favored kine, and the thin and 
blasted ears in Pharoah’s dream, must 
have tended greatly to impoverish and 
devour the well-favored graces of the 
church. Alas! how the gold became 
dim! How the most fine gold was chan- 

ved! With the lamentation of the 


c 
a aS, a ae. ee ae 
weeping prophet, there was, indeed, 


too much occasion to say, that “from 
the daughter of Zion her bes wuly was 
depar’ ed. that the adversaries saw 
her, and did mock at her sabbaihs 
that she was desola‘e, and faint ali the 
day ; that Zion spveadeth forth her 
hands, 3 and there 1s none to con.fort 
her ; for the Lord hath affiic:ed her ;— 
and, that the ways of Zion do mourn, 
because none come to the solemn 
feasts.” Thus was the daughter of 
Zicn, im this place, covered witha 
cloud in God’s anger. During the 
long dearth, her “ precious: sons, com. 
p arable to fine gold, were esteemed as 
earthern pitchers, the work of the hard 
ofthe potier !” It was very rare, that 
any one was hopefully born of the spur. 
it; orindiced to confess ne Lord Je 
sus before men. There was an acqui 
sition to the church of but seven'cen 
mn os ey in this ¢cloomy course of 
eighteen years. The religious con. 
ferences and praver-mectingss dwindu d 
almost to  extimetion. Thiough 
the painful durance of no inconsidera. 
ble time, it could scarcely be said that, 
on such oct asions, there were mor 
than two 01 tl ree gathered toge her 1 
the name of Jesus. But. still wen 
were some praving souls, “ who had an 
errand, when they eame to the throne 
cf grace ;” and God, at length, head 
their sighs and their supphecations. 

fn December, A. D. 1802, the great 
Head of the church was pleaandy | once 
more, in « wonderful manner, to “arise 
and hare mercy upon Zion” here ; ee 
to manifest, by the copious ee 
his rood § ap irit t, that ** the time to fayor 
her, vea, the set time was come.” 

As to this instance of his kind visita. 
tion, the following sketeh has been re- 
ceived ina letter from a dear friend, 
who, at that © time of refieshing,” re- 
sided in Fi tsford. 

“Tcan,” says he, “ well remembcr 
the following things; That previous 
to the reformation, it was fox a long 
time very uncommon to hear mu ch 
said about religion. About the time 
the awakening began, there was a day 
appointed for the chuich to confess 
their sins ; which they did in abund- 
ance. E well remember, that previ- 
ous to this, our minister was for a long 
time rem markably engaged. But I do 
not recollect to have seen, at that 
time, any very great signs of engaged- 
ness in the ch ureh. Soon after the 
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awekening commenced, conferences 
were multiplied, and ihe flame spread 
ever the whole town. From the child 
ofeleven to the grev hair of eighty 
three, young and oid became the sub- 
jects. The work was still, and yet 
rupid and powe:ful. Our conferences 
secined iike pre! ides to the judgment 
of the great day; some rejo:cing, 
som: mouining, and a!most * howling 
fo. vexcat.on of spi iv.” It was ue de- 
light or old and young to mingie to- 
ge her mm Conversauuon and prayer.— 
Al were s eking one good; ail to a- 
dove and see one God. Preaching 
the gospei, and especially that part 
caicd the docirine of election, was 
m. ch biessed .o the awakening of sin- 
Rers.”” 

The confession of the church, allud- 
ed to in Us letier, was ob:ained by the 
Rey. Mr. Harwood’s reading and re- 
m: kingon the covenant. He endeav- 
oied .v shew the brethren the indis- 

ensable importance of paying the 
most Hish their vows ; and of “prepar- 
ing .he way of the Lord,” by “ taking 
up che stumbling blocks of their imi- 
quity.” By MHeaven’s unspeakable 
grace, then confession, being made ap- 
parentiy wich real con:rition, was tol- 
lowed with »a.uiary effects. The world 
pe.ce:ving that every thing, on which 
they could rest, was removed, were 
greatly alarmed, We-have been iiv- 
ing, they said, upon the faults of pro- 
fessors. It was the language of their 
actions. We have lived in pleasure 
onthe earth. We have nourished our 
hearts,as ina day of slaughier. We 
have condemned the just and he guilt- 
Jess. Their faults are removed, and 
what shall wedo? We have eaten up 
the sin of God’s people, and set our 
hearts on our iniquity. We have 
plucked the apples of Sodom, and eat- 
en the ashes of Gomorrah like bread.— 
But we are sure, that our sin hath found 
us out, and whut shail we do? 

By this event was paralized the 
kingdom of darkness. It was instru- 
menial of giving a vigorous and exten- 
sive spring to the glorious work of 
sovereign grace. The grand adversa- 
xy of souls received a wound so terri- 
bie and deadly, that for a long time, he 
did not presume to lift his guilty head. 
The mouths of his impsand advocates 
were completely shut and locked in si- 
Jenee. The flame of ostensible oppo- 


sition was entirely extinguished. Ina 
region of peace and love, from many a 
social and domestic aliar, the sweet 
incense of devout adoration, daily as- 
cended to the futher of lights. 

This revival appeared the most efh- 
cacious, at first, among the youth— 
God made use of those who were quite 
young to effec: uate the purposes of his 
holy mercies. He called them by his 
grace, from nature’s darkness into his 
marvellous light. He gave them 
hearts and voices to speak for his 
name. At the first conference, in the 
district by the mills, one of this happy 
number, a recent hopeful subject of sa- 
ving grace, arose, and “ with meekness 
and fear, gave a reason of ihe hope that 
was n him.” 1 Pet. iii. 15. His rep- 
resentation was attended with consid- 
erable apparent impressions on the 
minds of the peopie in general. His 
remark, ** that he was young in years, 
but old in sin,” produced a very sensi- 
ble effect. There being several special 
insiances of saving grace among the 
youth, in the incipient stage of the 
work, a general effect was produced 
upon the young people in the town.— 
As there had been universal harmo:y 
alnong them, an effect on some had a 
tendency to preduce asimilar impres- 
sion on the whole. Accordingly, in 
the seguclof the revival, there were 
but few, who had been numbered with 
the society of the young people, who 
did not make a public profcssion of re- 
ligion. 

At the conference before mentioned, 
there were many present, who had not 
been in the habit of hearing young een- 
verts converse. Of course, they 
heard what was io them, a novel evi- 


ematks and amiable deport- 
ment of the new-born babes, by which, 
through grace, they were many of 
them convinced, and brought to. thet 
serious consideration and genuine con- 
viction, which apparently terminatcd 
in their saving change. There were 
present several professors, who, to ap- 
pearance, had paid very little attei- 
tion to religion, a number of years.— 
They came torward, and solemnly pro- 
tested against themselves, and their 
wicked cond ct. Oh, seid they, that 
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rved us, and visit- 
| ‘hey exhibited a 


0 d pr ese 
ed itis ecopl ¢ » here. 
ske ch of ‘ie work of God, In he first 
revival. Much of their conduct, since 
th..t time, they considered as highly la- 
meniabic. They appe: ared to “ loathe 
ithemseives in their own sight, for their 
in -_ ies, and ior their own Ww: ays which 
were no Lavin This, talc 49-eb from 
some q riers little expe cied, and as 
rea’ conirision see med io be indies ited, 
Was ai alien with percept: b] le impyres- 
S1oNns on the minds ofmany. 

in this awakening, among professors 
of veiigion, there was a ge neral ¢ ng rag’ 
edness. In a considerabie n reaswie 
propoi at to the 1m $ ance OF fthe 
, they manifested a laudable zeal. 
Conf rence mectuings were full, an d 
fai hfuiiy improved. The ing rin; 
the duub’. ig and despondi ng ; the. ign. 
no.an , the i ceived and undeceived ; 
the despairing, ine inconsolable and 
the consolated, were neglect d. 
The i, end: :of Jes sus were notso tor} p id 
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Spurr 4 Lo:d was, there was liber- 
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pe es} M fi: St C>a o be active 
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i) ei God on the Sabb hb, 
was ‘heronged with a very solemn and 
deep aitentive assembly ‘to he 
church additions were frequent!y made 
oi such wou'd hopeiully be saved. 
*“ Zion puton 0 ' fen a bage a garments.” 
oe een aa en] ’ be com ed, 
*‘jov and giadness were “tp ind-in her, 
thankszi ng and the voice of melody.” 
** Peac® Was extel d ied to he ry like arrive 
er, and clor ry tik cc an over-ilowins 
stream.’ 
Then ry ofthis gard of the 
Lord, Wa he vor Lh Lt 1G lie pat- 
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ted conferences, and prayer meetings, 
for their own re ligious improvement ; 

and “ they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another ;” and, judging by 
their fruits, “ the Lord hearke ned and 
heard it.” 

It was gencrally the case, that those 
who were under serious impressions, 
soon made it known; and every new 
instance gave fresh alarm to such as 
were stillunrenewed. By this, and by 
other means, which God was pleased 

to bless and second by his grace, the 
work went on, for a long time, with in- 
and with admira. 
ble suecess and prosperity. Mr. Har- 
wood, in his own apprehension, was no 
more than a cypher, as to any cfficien- 
cy to the pr odu iction of such effecis on 
the n inds of his dear flock. © H¢ 
thought,” as he said, “ that he could 
do nc Shing + istand still and see the 
salvation of God.” Yet, as a skiiful 
and faithful workman, he indefatigably 
labored, during the harvest; having 













































“many souls as cert of his ministry, 
who will be crowns of his rejoi cing i 
the day of the Lorc 
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of the hols Spirit, might have been 
continued unmterrupted to the pr 
ent time , and perpetuated, in future, 
uniilihe arch ice and subtie deceive 
oi mankind, shall be bound and efiec 
uaily restrained 

There was an accession of a hundred 


and of about forty to the bzaptists. 
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lennium, that the work rHen, will not 
be genuine, because satan must after- 
ward be loosed for a little season ; 
the same; and with no better, proprie- 
, that this work was 
nt re nu ‘ait , ennek itcame to anend: 
for it is humbiy conceived, that bo ‘h, 
in their natures, Will eventua 
dati ) the same, 2 
And ‘hough so fi. 
gaps the con wiction and regencra- 
work te:mimaicd ; 
cted the saints, 1 
ving influence. 


ent in de gre 


y hally eo its sa 
who were really born of the Spirit, eve- 
ry one, i agrea ter ori less degre: » con- 
tinued to “ brin e forth fruits meet + for 
repentance.” , 
the happy subjects 
ence of God’s holy Spirit. 
— we cdo notrecur to the f fi 
lence of human tes’ 

me co! OF with Paul, o 0 
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work ie them will perform it, 
day of Jesus Chri 
: »to whom this apostolic confi- 
vould noi ADPIY> - Ou ghe ver so 
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them as Chi 
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n May 1807, four years after this se- 
Suan ‘evival, the Rev. Eleazer Har- 
wood was st ddeniy called to rest from 
hislabors. Tw enty -one years and sev- 
en mont hs was just the span of his pi- 
ous, exemplary, and useful ministry. 
That he had zealous! y and faithiully i} 
preached the doctrine of total moral | 
depravity, the doctrme of particular 
election, the doctrine of the new-birth 
by the special operation of the holy 4 
Spirit, the docirine of decrees, the doe- 
yeh ines of faith and repentance, and oth- 

r doctrines of the same nature, afford- 
oa him consolation upon the bed of 
death. On the brink of his grave 
when launching mto eternity, he sel- 
emniy affirmed, that he had pre: ched 
the truth, and that he would preach 
the same, were he to live again. Yes, 
indeed, he preached the truth; he 
lived as he preached, and died as he liv- 
ed. Blessed is that servant, whom 
his Lord, when he cometh, shiatl ind so 
doing.” 

On the 30th of December, A. D. 1807, 
by installation, I beeame his successor, 
as pastor, over the same church and 
congregation, which he had left vacant 
only nine days over seven months. 

[OLLAND WEEKS. 
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GENERAL CONVENTION. 

The amnial meeting of the Cenera 
Convention of Congregational and Pres. 
byterian Ministers in the State of Ver- 
mont was holden at Vergennes, on the 
10thult. Extracts trom their minutes 
wili be published in our next number. 
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PUBLICATIONS. 


Tue character and work ofa 
Minister of the gospel delineated. 
Sermon delivered at the ordination of 
tev. Nathaniel Rawson, to the pas- 
ioral care of the Congre Ce? church 
in Hardwick, 


John Fitch, Pastor of the Congrega. 
tional church in Danville. Danville. 
FE). Faton. 

The works of God an important stu- 
dy. A Sermon, delivered June 26, 
1811, at the ordination of the Bev. Ben- 




















































jamin White to the pastoral care of the 
first church of Christ in Wells, Maine. 
By Asa Burton, D. D. Pastor of the 
church in Thetford, Vt. All thy works 
praise thee, O Lord—David. Kenne- 
bunk, Maine. J.K. Remich. 

A discourse delivered at Windsony 
Vt. on the fourth of July 1811, in com- 
memoration of the Arherican Indepen- 
dence. By Bancroft Fowler, Minister 
of the Congregational Society in the 
East Parish of W ndsor. Windsor.— 
Merrifield & Co ; 

A Sermon preached at the interment 
of Miss. Rebecca Carpenter, who de- 

arted this life, Sept. 19, 1810, in the 
15th yearofherage. By Otis Thomp- 
son, A. M. Pastor of the second Con- 
gregational church in Rehoboth, Mass 
Remember now thy Creator, in the days 
of thy youth. Providence, R, I. Dun- 
ham & Hawkins. 


Poetry. 
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An Oration delivered in Brattlebo. 
rough, July 4, 1811. By John Noyes, 
Esq. Brattleborough. W. Fessenden. 

The prophecy of Daniel relating te 
the time of the end opened, applied 
and improved, in two discourses de- 
livered on a public Fast, April 11, 1811. 
By Joseph Lathrop, D. D Pastor of 
the first church in West-Springficid. 
Springfield, Mass. T. Dickman. Mid- 
dlebury, Vt. S. Swift. 

The foundation of God sure and seai. 
ed. A Sermon delivered July 31, 1811, 
at the installation of the Rey. Edw ard 
D. Griffin, D. D. to the pastoral care of 
the church in Parkstreet, Boston. Rr 
Samuel Worcester, A. M. Pastor of the 
Tabernacle church in Salem. Boston 
S. T. Armstrong. 
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GENESIS Mil. 153. 


WHeEn ourfirst parents fill’d with dread, 
And from their duty had beea led, 


By Satan’s falsehood won; 

The Lord in majesty array’d, 

The crime before the culprits laid, 
And said “ What hast thou done ! 


All nature quick the signal to ok, 
Both bird and beast the haunt forsook, 
Their rage restrain’d by none ; 
Pale death aghast, on ev’ry side, 
Spread desolation far and wide, 
And cry’d “ What hastthou done *” 


Did ocean from his coral bed, 
In waves tumult’ous backward fled, 
To whelm the world anon. 
he tepid earth beneath the weiglit 
Of floods swift roil’d to such a height, 
Cry’d out “ What hast thou done!” 


The Jewish altars 


stain’d with blood, 


And beasts that for an off ’ring stood, 

The type of God’s dear Son ; 
With force which else could not benam’d, 
in one united voice exciaim’d, 


Oh sin, * Wha: hast thou done !* 





Poetry. 


When Christ distress*d, “ all night,” alone 
In pray’r address’d his Father’s throne, 
With sweat of blood o’errun ; 
His agonizing-sorrows clain’d 
The Father’s pity, and exclaim’d 
Oh sin, * What hast thou done !” 


When to the Cross his hand@ were nail’d, 

Th’ astonish’d sun his visage veil’d, 
And flinty rocks of stone 

In rude concussion rent their side, 

And nature cloth’d in mourning, cry’d 
Oh sin, “ What hast thou done '” 


Oh could we faintly realize 

The glorious work we now despise, 
By Christ our Lord begun ; 

Our souls amaz’d, in wonder lost, 

To see the pricé that sin has cost, 
Would cry “ What hast thou done !” 


Or could we see the crimson tide, 

That from our Savior’s wounded side, 
In streaming torrents run ; 

Should we not spurn all baleful arts, 

And thus unio our guilty hearts 
Exclaim ** What hast thou done !”” 





THEOCRITW®. 
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FAITH. 
To Mr. Wu. H. H—s or F. 


AnLIEVE me, friend, whate’er thy woe, 
Tho’ deep and poignant be thy grief, 

Jr from what source thy sorrows flow, 
There is a balm will give relief. 


Tis Faith will grant this sov’reign balm, 
And Faith will every sorrow close, 
The storm of raging passion cal:n, 
Aud yield the wretched soul repose. 


Hast thou, my friend, a weight of care 
Does dire distress harrass thy soul ? 
‘This baim will dry thy ev’ry tear, 

And sorrow’s deepest sting control. 


Or hast thou lost a bosom fricnd? 
Still bidnot hope a last adieu ! 

For ali these evils soon shall end, 
And humble FaiiA thy joy renew. 


Though tyrant death the friendship sever; 
And break the anion of your love, 

Tl’ affliction will not last forever, 

Faith will tell you, © trust above.” 
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Donations—LFrraium. 


Or hast thou lost a faithful wife ? 

The monarch snatch’d her from thy arms, 
Yet time shall close thy flecting li ife 
While Faith the sting oi grici disarms. 


Oh hard has been thy lot beiow, 
Misior:une’s loathed cup is thine, 
Yet hough thy heart be dark by woe, 
The lamp of Faith shall sweetly shine. - 
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Or hast thou lost a father dear 

And view’d a brother’s silent coz ? 
Yet Fuith shall eheck the stariing tear, 
And light the darkness of thy gloom. 


Or has the falsehood of a friend 

Thy mind to deep distraction driven ? 

Bencath th’ affliction low] ly, bend, 

While Faith shall s say “ There’ S teuth i in heaven ' 


Or does disease with hand ofanguish 
Stay the calmness of thy breast ? 

Then while thy fainting spits languish, 
Faith shall promise future rest. 


Sink not beneath the weight of sorrow, 
Fali beneath no pressing care, 

Nor let misfortunes’ sfiarpest arrow 
Sink thy heart to fell despair. 


For while the adverse storm shall how], 
While hov’ring 1 is shali thickiy rise, 
Faith shall all: ihe! ir rage controul, 

And smilin§vpoint thee to the skies 


4nd when thy life shall cede to death, 
Faiih shall allhis sting remove ; 

Faith shail catch thy parting breath 
And or’ thee to the God of love. 
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DONATIONS TO PHB VERMONT MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

From Rev. James Parker, received on his Mission ¥19,94. 
Mr. Stephen Rawson, Townsend P is 1,00 
Mrs: Mary Rockwell, Cornwali - ‘ 6,00 
Females, Peacham . “ . J 10,50 
Females, Danville ‘ 4 . 10,97 
Young Ladies, Lunenburgh « P 4,00 
Young Ladies Society, Middlebury ; j 10,56 
Female cent Society, Thetford ° . 3,20 

Rey. Otis Thompson, Rehoboth, Mass. 12 Sermons. 
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*.* Our readers will doubtless learn with pleasure, that a font of Brevier typé 
been procured ” the ptirpose of print ing the articles of-religious. intelli 
ce and Poetirv. As this ty pe is new and fair, it can be read with case, an id at 
ame time subscribers will he co: isiderably benefited by the increase of ma't- 

» each number. 





